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IS CHRISTIANITY PLAYED OUT?
To the Editor.

S1R,—TI have read your remarks concerning
Mr, Buchanan and the correspondence in tha
Duaily Chronicle, in which I now see his reply to
your remarks, and shall bs glad if you will
allow me space for a few words,

The letters from Mr. Robart Buchanan have
been exceedingly ingenious in endeavouring
to claim for secularism what is acually due to
vhe real working out of the true principles of
| Christianity. And notwithstanding his advocacy

foe self-knowledge and consciencs, to one who

has actually tested the promises of Chriss
by the requisite condition of obediens
faith, it appears quiteevidens that Mr. Buchanan
totally fails to grasp the real fasts which Jesus
has revealed to solve the problems of each indi-
vidual life. =~ Where professors of Christianity
have failed in their application of its genuine
principles is due to human weakuness and refusal
10 apply available power, and not to any faulb in
t1e principles laid down by the Founder of
Christianity. Itis always desirable to keep this
c.ear distinction in mind. All the highest tesi-
mony of generationshasclearly proved that Chris-
tianity positively remains true, however false
many of its professors have proved, and if Chris-
| tanity were not indestructible iv would have
been destroyed long ago by the wanton deeds
and words of those who have taken shelter
under the Name of Jesus, which, however, is
satll the only name under heaven that can bring
salvation to humanity. And to clearly under-
stand the solid foundation 13 the best way to a
traer accomplishment of the real principles of
Christianity, which prove the living Christ to
be the everlasting impregnable rock,

It is simply amazing that men of common
sense cau assume sincerity and honesty, and
profess to respsct Jesus of Nazareth for His
* veracity, humility, and humanity,” and yob
say He is not ** Jesus the Christ,” because they
presume to think * His mi-sion has failed.”
To profess admiration for **the beanty of
His teaching,” and yet assert that * His know-
ledge was mingled with errors which have borne
tarcible frait,” seems tha height of absurdity
concerning Jesus, who for solution of all the
problems of human nature announced Himself
a3 ** The Way, the Trubh, and the Life.” No-
shing is mora obvious to common-sensa than thab
the assertions of Jesusof Nazarsth brand Him
as the most rank Hypocrite that ever walked
this earth, or else His own plain words demon-
strate distinctly enongh to ordinary reason that
| Jesus=the Carpenter of  Nazareth—was **the
mignty God, the everlasting Father,the Prince of -
teace.” Surely the common-sense of sugch men
as Mr. Buchanan mustsse that this “Man Christ
Jasus ' was the veriest humbug and greatest
I ac that ever disgraced humanity, or elss His
plain words unmistakably and irrefutably prove
Him to bs *the Christ, the Son of the Living
(+>d,” in fact demonstrating that *“ God was
waunifest in the flash;” and as Jesus Himself
said, ““he that hath seen Me hath seen the
Fasher,” Tnere has been so much sheer non-
sense  written, with flagrant hypocrisy pro-
fessing to respect Jesus, and yet denying
toat He was the Divine Christ that
cams to emnoble Humanity, that it i3 now
quive time thas all *‘intellectual ” experts
should recognise the common sense of either
accepting Jesus as ““indeed the Christ, the
S viour of the World,” or else plainly state the
only other alternative and say Jesus of Nazareth
was the greatest liar that ever lived !

I challenge all the highest intellects, and all
the cleverest men of learning and culture in
scienca and naturs throughout the world, to
produce any real facts as evidencs to disprove
the hissorical and cardinal facts showing that
Josus was born of Mary, and lived as Carpanter
in Nazareth, was crucifisd on the Cross of
Calvary, was buried, and rose again from the
grave, and after wardsin the history of this world
walkel on earth in the body and talked
with eye-witnesses,who sawHim carriad up into
Heaven, whers now exalted a5 the right hand
of God, He verifies His assertion that *‘all
power is given unto Ms in Heaven and in
varth,” “tobe a Prince and a Saviour, for to
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to
everyons thab believesh in Him,” confirmed by
evidences in the hearts of millions of believers
in Christ by she Holy Spirit of Truth, with
clear witness within their innermost spirit thab
Christ is now appearing on earth, in verification
of the Word of Jesus: “If a man love
M, he will keep My words: and My Father
wiil love him, and We will come unto him, and
mwake Our abode with him.” “God is Love;
and he that dwelleth in Liove dwelleth in God,
and God in him.”

It these important tested trushs cannot be
positively disproved by common-sense facts and
clear evidences, then it is idls presumption and
ssupid absurdityfor anyman to deny theassertions
aud claims made by Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
which are supported by absolutely irrefutatle
evidences. [ the followers of Christ have failed
to practically apply the principles of Christianity
o datty-affairs-for mors thaa 1,800 years, the
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EO URLLY BLLALLD AVE MBUAD: brawes cystiv. g Urme sy, wase
samse as all the clever scientists failed to discover
the practical uses of elecsricity, vill more than
5,800 years had elapsed in the history of the
world, and when applied this mighty element
hws worked marvels in comparatively a tew
months, thea surely when the real principles of
Carist are actually recognized and positively
applied according to their pre-eminent adaps-
ability for regulating the human heart aad
prodacing righs condact in daily affairs, then
tire marvels aleeady achigved in science will ke
superseded by helping to Bemenstrate the trang-
cendent vietory of Caristin elevating humanity,

becatise Christ reveals the sseret of the dnly

motive power that by personal application of
is principles can positively satisfy every human

heart, by developing individual effectiveness

towards the mutual improvement of society.

Contrary to the assertions of Mr. Buchanan,
Jesus Christ clearly proved by the Sermon on
the Mouat that instead of mere talking about
‘“ other worldliness,” He came striking at the
very root of the laws of human nature in daily
experience by teaching self government to
establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, by
practically applying His principles to the daily
‘pereonal affairs of human society ; and it is the
neglect of the principles of Christ that hasso far
hindered the development of humanity, and
although all the highest influences that have
contributed to improve mankind have their real
origin, not in secularism, or humanitarianism,
or any other ism, but in the Person and teach-
ings of Jesus, the Carpenter of Nazareth, and
as the Word of Life becomes more actually
operative in human society, spreading the
Divine Enthusiasm and truly enncbling
Humanity, we gradually advance into superior
civilisation.

Space bere forbids me to show,as I have done
in the book I recently published, Darkest World
turned into Brightest Qlory, that it is the
intention of Chbrist that His principles shall so
be applied to daily affairs as to establish the
Kingdem of Heaven on earth; that such real
appiication of the principles of personal
righteousness, peace and puriy in self-govern-
ment, as shall destroy selfishness and mere
personal gratification, and promote the brother-
hood of love combined with the sisterhood of
peace, to purify and elevate humanity in all
that is true and noble and good, in such honest
forms as shall positively realise the ideas
practically illustrated by Christ, proving the
1mmortal wealth that accrues from the sacrifice
of self when «xpeded in practical neighbourly
love by good works to secure the individual
welfare of maniind with happinessand victory
on earth by the Guspel of Hope, preparatory to
everlasting joy and eternal victory in heaven.

If in all our social affairs people will give up
merely pretending Christianity, and actually
work out the genuine principles of Christ as
they apply to land and labour and capital and
trade, with Home Rule in every departmens of
life, then the discreditable class distinctions
and tyranny and greed, and the demoralising
tendencies of drink and fornication and gam-
bling, together with the squandered miilions
buidening humanity towards war, will yield to
the nobler impulses of human pature under the
motive power supplied in true Christianity, and
learn that the once despised Jesus is really now
the Almighty Conqueror for Humanity, who can
lift morally poor and degraded men and women
even in the most fashionable spheres of society,
a'most [as readily as He can help the pooress
d wellers in the slum-styes of our towns, if ech
will personally strive te perform daily civic
duty, ‘“‘every man according to his several
ability,” towards the mutual benefit of buman
8 ciety in accordance with the Gospel of Peace
proclaimed by Christ,

The fact is, professors of Christianity have
largely shut out Christ from being really opera-
tive in daily affairs; and as the Jews did not
recognise Christ when on earth because they
looked for His Kingdom to be established on
earth with worldly pomp and outward show, so
the people of this generation need to open their
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eyes to see the actual fact that Christ now really
lives in London and Manchester and Glasgow,
as well =as in Calcutta and Paris and
Chicago, mnot to-day dwelling in temples
or churches, or with any outward pom-
pous show, but in the heart of each
obedient believer in Christ ; and as followers of
Jesus recognise the fact that in the vital unity
of love the Kingdom of Heaven on earth is now
‘heing produced by the living Christ impelling
hearts to personally apply His principles to
daily affairs with respovsible duty to promote
the welfare of mankind, there will not only be
truer worship in all our churches, but happier

=T T Y

o I

I' and better lives by honest personal service for
'3 humanity in all the daily affairs of society.—
* Yours faithfully,
Mg J. W. HEBBLETHWAITE.
Primrose Hill, 3
& London.
g February 11th.
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