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Transcription

Texte de la lettre
Madame Emille Zola (sic)
Enclosed you will find an abstract from the « Libre » of February 24th 1898.

It so expresses the thoughts of many Americans, that I have ventured to
send it to you. If your brave husband is really sent to prison, he has the satisfaction
of knowing that he, almost alone, raised his voice in defense of one whom few
Americans even thought guilty.

Accept the sympathy of one woman's warm heart and tell Monsieur Zola
that his unbounded courage and honesty were admirable, especially at such a cost
Madame Dreyfus has the sympathy also of thousands of American who have never
doubted her husband's innocence.

These Jew words from one so far away may confort you a little in your hour
of trial and sorrow.

That is my sincere wish.

Believe me, Madam.

Sincerely,

Marine S. Rinaldy
Ilathust

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Les folios

En passant la souris sur une vignette, le titre de I'image apparait.
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One thing a.f: a time; let us hear ITom. .
Maine inquiry.

Meaning of the Zola Case.

The culprits really convicted at the Zola
trial are the army officers of rank who
served as the Ministry's consenting instru-
ments in condemning an innocent man in

order to shield the guilty. The facts are

simple! Agreeably to a practice universal
among the military nations, one of them—
perhaps Russia, but the identity here is
quite beside the purpose—had bought some
French militarysecrets. It is probable that
the person bribed, or of the two that may
have been bribed, at least one was m the
War Office itself, If there were two, the
second may well have been EsvErREAZY, In
order to shield these persons, it was impera-
tive to have a scapegoat. Aceordingly a
‘gentleman without powerful influence,
French by birth, Jewish by blood, and bear-
ing a German patronymic, was selected. He
was tried by a board of officers of high rank,
condemned, stripped of his insignia before
his regiment, and shipped to an island,

where it was hoped and heheved he would
have died before this.

This story has for many months been

familiar to such French public opinion as
saw fit to inform itself. - The rank corrup-
tion of public life in France, infecting all
from the Minister in his armchair to the
porter ab his door, i3 matter of notoriety
and has long been universally allowed, The
Zola trial bas doneno more in this direc-
tion than sweep away any shreds of moral
doubt that might seem to veil ministerial
guilt. The judicial storm has cleared the
air, and the infamy of the men who plotted
and contrived DREYFUS'S conviction lifts
its nakedness to the gaze of mankind, But
thus far, nothing really new and important;
appears; convictions already generally en-
tertained have been confirmed. If this were

all, the Zola -trial might be neglected as |

one of.those incidents of misgovernment

that conecern nn]y its: victlms But this is

notall,” -+ <

A doubt had existed whether the army
officers who convicted DREYFUS might not
have done so in good faith, might not them-
selves have been imposed upon. The trial

has resolved that,doubt, and herein lies the

whole of its importance for the outside
world. It has been made plain that DREY-
¥Us's trial board aeted in bad faith; itis
plain that when condemning him to be dis-

graced and "exiled they knew him to be in- |

nocent; it is plain that they confederated
with thelr ‘guilty masters to avert from the
east a political peril at the expense of their
military oath and honor. Thus the Zola
trial has laid bare the important fact that
the corruption of Hrench public life has

reached and tainted the army. Actuated.

by seli-<interest, its officers have learned to
throw to the: winds otficial responsibilities
and ‘the obligations of gentlemen. This is
important because, the sense of honor once
lost—as we see that it is in fact already
lost—ine 1ova,1t.y of the army to the de-
bauched masters who have debauched itself
cannot be depended upon. The dog that
will feteh a vone will earry a bone.

Inthe progressive decay and degradation
that overtakes all peoples, the military arm’
is that part of the body politic that holds
out longest against the blood poison.
When, however, this" member too
has  become infected, no example can,
we think, be c¢ited of the patient's
recovery. 'Fhe revelation of a debase-

ment on the part of French army officers”

rivalling “that of the meanest pecula-
ting pe}'.m cheating in forage, is a por-

.tonn thm mvulves the whole future of ;.

France.. TLest we decdive ourselves,
we must be exactly just, and jus-.
tice requires us to observe that among
the younger men the best traditions
of the army are still cherished and are
strong, But, as we discover from the Drey- |
fus court-martial, after men bave adyanced
in rank, when their career has come to de-
pend on ministerial favor, the military
victues evapora.te and the universal miasm |
of corruption thickens their blood as well.
Faithless in one thing, faithlessin all things
—it-will be against the course of history and
of nature if this very military arm whl.{ﬂ? a
rotten political system has inocula.tec;l with
its own virus should not yet be the mshr}k
ment by whose means the plain people will
put an end toa government whose existence
is a scandal to the century and a reproach

to mn.uklnd
i
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