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02! AN ENGLISH VIEW OF THE

A DREYFUS CASE. :
Lliled v S 303

to| The “Homs of Myster§ ¥—surely an appropriate spot
led, | for a disquisition on such a theme—was selected as the
per | scene of a lecture delivered last night by Mr. David
wny | Christie Murray on “ The Dreyfus Case.” The building
the | in Piccadilly dedicated by Mr. Maskelyne to the expo-
aab | sition of eryptic illusions. has seldom seated a larger
sic. | audience than that gathered to hear the well-known
‘ve | writer’s views on this warmly-debated topic. Not a few
I | foreigners were among those present, but it was pretty
ist | evident, almost from the outset, that the audience was
an | of one accord regarding the claims of the ex-captain to
sh | public sympathy, and thab those who had assembled in
le. | the hepe of witnessing something in the nature of a
to | “ battle of words” were doomed to disappointment. It
)5, | soon became manifest, indeed, that tha visitors were of
ly | one mind with the lecturer, and, as events proved, the
he | applause that greeted the latter when he first stepped
»st | upon the platform furnished the keynote of the even- |
ips | ing’s enthusiasm. The question, he said in his prefa-
eir | tory remarks, was one that had long ago passed the |-
ve~ | limits of thae French borders, and now concerned the |
\at | whole world. Having broken a lance in favour of M. |
d I|Zola, whom he described as a man of supreme honesty,
; of | prepared to face the murderous malice of the French ‘
ow | mob, brave the gaol, and confront poverty and public ‘

e (b b, T . TN T A s,

L

ery | execration in the cause of justice, the lecturer proceeded, |
mm- | in clear and incisive language, to sketch the history of
de | the “affaire Dreyfus,” punctuating his story with obser-
ing | vations indicative of his firm belief in the innocence of |sc.
ee. | the prisoner at the Devil's Island. Having declared |7,
aly that he was condemned before his trial by the spoken | 18
the | verdict of the Minister of War, and described as a tissue |, *
yre | of monstrous falsehoods the allegations directed against | ¢
the convict’s past life, Mr. Murray dwelt with special | o'f
emphasis upon the important question of handwriting, | |
and upon the fact that twelve unbiassed experts of dis- | 3
ble | tinguished repute had given a decision emphatically in |2
nd | favour of the condemned man in respect of the now-|
famous “bordereau.” By means of magnified trans-
parencies of that incriminatory document placed by the
side of those disclosing the genuine writing of Dreyfus, |
he sought to demonstrate the impossibility of the so-
s called traitor having written the notorious letter. A de-

tailed analysis of the characteristics of the two hand-

o %
!
Ar
_® | writingsasshown to theaudienceresulted inthose present | T
1
3
2
1
o

not

‘LY | unanimously endorsing the lecturer’s contention that the
‘3“; dissimilarities in questionweresuch that Dreyfus could
' ! | by no stretch of imagination be the guilty party. To this
163 | end the exhibition of @ series of minute comparisons re- | 2
+ of garding the formation of individual letters and figures
M- | a5 instituted by M. Gustave Bridier, the well-known
ade | Qwiss expert, largely contributed, and when, finally, the
nd | Jast words had fallen from the lips of the lecturer, he met |-

m}; with a reception at once cordial and sincere.
. £
S — e ——
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eeedingly good with a prospeey of con-
1ed improfv’emeqt. Phe result of the
conflict. 86 far as can be ‘seen, has
een the infliction of great loss and
both parties to it without
fionate benefit to either of them:
on | Ve therefore congratulate all con-
cerned upen the end:ng of their differ-

| ences, and trust that in the future their
relations will be such that any renewal
= |of thedisastrous
Ora- | impossible,

strife may be rendered

THE DREYFUS CASE.
The affair Dreyfus seems to be com-
.| mitting France to a host of follies,
L8, | Moved by the spectacle of Deputies
v | fighting in the Chamber, the mob, eager
&| enough for any excuse for a row, has
% | started a campaign against the Jews.

% | One may wall - ask, why all this
; ‘bother? ~ Captain Dreyfus, a French

officer, and a member of a wealthy
or. [ Jewish family, was suddenly ‘charged
‘with selling: military secrets to Ger-
‘many. He was seized, closely confined,
tried, and condemned by a secret mili-
(tary tribunal, and sent to perpetual
solitary imprisonment on a French penal
island. From the first he protested his in-
 nocence, while the only eviden ce against
‘him was a piece of paper found in
| his waste paper basket, containing copies
“| of military documents, which paper he
‘swore. he'did not write—and that two
(of the three' experts in penmanship

NTS. =l T 2
E.Eg'vl called at the ‘trial also swore was not
s o |10 Dreyfus’s handwriting. Nothing

moreappears to have been forthcoming ;
eti this sy evidence,” which any

ut of eourt, with a possible reprimand
the prosecutor for wasting his time,
 considered by French military judges
| sufficient to justify them in sending a
| bighly-educated man, an officer and a

" | death. With the agitation for a new trial, |
which shall be open and above-board,
{have come strange disclosures, charges,
and counter-charges. The Government
have taken up what can only be regarded
{88 an * extraordinary position.” They
have protested foo much; and outside
France the impression grows that
Dreyfus is a much-injured indivi-
.| dual. To Englishmen it is the atti-
tude of the French people generally that
i8 so astonishing. ~The mob supports
I the army in its desire for secrecy and
injustice, while the friends of Dreyfus,
‘| who merely asi that he shall not be
condemned unheard and without a fair
trial, are but a handful, though, it is
r- [ true, that handful consists of the most
" |intellectual and ecultivated men in
.| France. One very bad phase of
t | the matter is that the opponents of a
new trial have appealed to the worst in-
| sbinets of the worst classes in France
by making the ery against Droyfus an
anti-Jewish one generally. The cry of
the mob, “Down with the Jews!” has
en. raised throughout the country.
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most notable current event in connec
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will be the solemn service to-morroy
quarter of an hour after noon, at S
Margaret Pattens, Rooa-lane, The m
will consist of Gounod’s Mass; “* &
Ceeur,” Mendelssohn’s ““Bs tho
unto death,” and Foster’s ** Soul
righteous.” Altar lights, vestmen
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2t which numerous members.

day Jacobites call themselves, will
_present. S e

- Intending emigrants who haye a Little
capital to invest are now advised to try
m-
munication to Lloyd’s from Lord Strath:
cona, and Mount’' Royal, the High Com
missioner for Canada, states that Cana-
dians are much gratified af the increasing
interest shown by the United Kingdom
in their afiairs, and they liope to 560 a
influx of British settlers and canital
cultivate the large areas of fertile va
land in the Dominien. The el

or Crown grants Va.t.lé"'&i'fpiricesd
getting employment, and domes

will be afforded at the office of bhi
High Commissioner, 17, Victoria-stree
London, 8.W. With regard fo Western
Australia, new ground is being opened |-
upbyvarionsrailwaylines. Theimmedi
soubh-west is well watered, heavil
bered, and possesses a fine tempera
climate. The desirable emigrants are|
farmers with capitul, who are accustomed |
to mixed farming. and farm labonrers with |
plenty of pluck and energy. Two pa .
phlets describing the colony have bee
igsued, and are full of most interesting
and valuable information. They may ke
obtained with any other information | |
desired from the Agent-General for We
tern Australia, 15, Victoria-street, Wes:
minster. e e

The closing féte previous to the re.|
building of the Horniman £ree Musemw
and Pleasure gardens, at Forest-hill,
terday, attracted large erowds
pleasure-seckers. Tn the gardens,
decorated with flags and Ohinese lante
two brassbands were playing,andballoo
were sent up. There was also & big bo
fire, fireworks, and a phor
ibi The curator was in
and explaimed to parties th
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