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ZOLA'S TRIAL.

After twenty-five years of Republican Govern-
ment, during which the nation showed so much
vitality and such buoyancy of heart that one

| marvelled at her splendid powers of recupera-
tion, France has this week presented to the
world such a spectacle of corraption and rank
injustice, tyranny, and utter demoralization,
that the whole civilized world is seriously asking
'what next will happen.  Were Boulanger
alive to-day, so completely has the army got
possession of the people, even that craven
coward, who hesitated so often at the psychic
moment, would probably think the situation
.good enough for a coup d'etat and the wretched
populace, who have given themselves body
and soul to a military despotism, would then
quickly realize the fool’s paradise in which they
are living, ‘Whatever else the trial of M. Ziola
may have done, it has probably convinged
everyoue out of France that there is something
radically wrong about the way in which Captain
Dreyfus has been put away, and they will also
come to the conclusion that a Government
which sets itself to burke simple enquiry and to
consign to prison anyone who may dare question
the justice of their persecution, is in a very
unsatisfactory condition. The world has rarely |
wituessed such a travesty of justice as thag
associated with the Zola trial. The Judge
seems to have gone into Court on the first day
with the sentence in his pocket, and as hag been
naively remarked, he might just as well have told
the gentlemen of the jury that he was sure they
would do theirduty as Frenchmen, and therefores
could go to sleep until their verdict was ex-
pected. But while this mockery of a trial may
have snited the French people, outsiders have
been quietly analysing the proceadings and
discovering the most astounding discrepancies,
and it is just as well to have them borne in upon
our minds, because this business is not yet
over, and we may expect soms remaricable de-
velopments. A diligent student of the histery
of the case has mude the following deductions
from the Zola trial. Captain Dreyfus, it will be
remembered, was arrested on suspicion of a
| treasonable act which he had uo conceivable
motive to commis, and on the strength of an un-
dated and unsigned document, the writer of which
apparently communicated secrets to Germany of
which Dreyfus could have had no kuowladge.
The case against the prisoner was prepared by
Major Sandherr, a man who hated the very name
of Jew, and who was then suffering from soften-
ing of the brain, of which he afterwards died.
In  presence of these facls the judges
wera aboud to acquit Dreyfus, when the
War Minister, General Mercier, lnid before
them a secret document, which he concealed,
not only from his own Ministerial colleagues,
butfrom the prisoner aud his counssl, This docu-
ment, which is now admitted to have besn in the
Wur Office eight months before, and to have-
no direct application to Dreyfus, turned the scales
of justice, and the prisoner was condemned.
The evidence of the Military Chief of the Secret
Information Department given at M. Zola's
trial, however, shook everyone’s faith in the
secret *‘ proof,” and then Generals Pellioux and
Gounse, apparently without previously consult-
ing the War Minister, appealed to a third
secret document, which, they alleged, had fallen
into their hands nearly two years after the
prisoner’s condemnation, and invited their
countrymen to accept that as proof of his guilt.
Now, even if this paper be genuine, which,
judging by its wording and by the circumstances
of its discovery, is highly questiouable, what it
proves is that the trisl of Dreyfus was grossly
illegal, aud should be revised without delay.
This conclusion is further horne oeut by the fact
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not only from his own NLinisterial Colleagues,
but from the prisoner and his counsel. This docu-
ment, which is now admitted to have been in the
War Office eight months before, and to have
no directapplication to Dreyfus, turned the scales
of justice, and the prisoner was condemned.
The evidence of the Military Chief of the Secreb
Information Department given at M. Ziola’s
trial, however, shook everyone’s faith in the
gecret * proof,” and then Grenerals Pellieux and
Gonse, apparently withoub previously consualt-
ing the War Minister, appealed to & third
gecret document, which, they allegad, had fallen |,
into their hands nearly two years after the |
prisoner’s condemnation, and invited their
countrymen to accept that as proof of his guilt.
Now, even if this paper be genuine, which,
judging by its wording and by the circumstances
of its discovery, is highly questionable, what it
proves is that the trial of Dreyfus was grossly
illegal, and should be revised without delay.
This conclusion is further borne out by the fact
that whereas the ex-Captain’s alleged crime
consisted in the communication of important
socrets to the German Military Attaché, the
German Government has declared in the most
solemn and emphatic terms that mneither
directly nor indirectly had Dreyfuas any dealings,
criminal or innocent, with any of its agents.
So that every step taken in this extraordinary
" matter seems to be establishing the innocence
Eof Dreyfus rather than the guilt of anybody.
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