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Information générales

LangueAnglais
CoteANG CROFT 1898 02 24
Eléments codicologiques

e Un bifeuillet original.
e Un imprimé original.

SourceFonds Colin Burns (Centre Zola)

Informations editoriales
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Mentions 1égales

e Fiche : Centre d'Etudes sur Zola et le Naturalisme & Institut des textes et
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Nouvelle). Licence Creative Commons Attribution - Partage a 1'Identique 3.0
(CC BY-SA 3.0 FR).

e Image : Fonds Colin Burns. Toute reproduction doit faire 1'objet d'une
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| would haveweluctantly found him guilty with ¢ 4
‘usual extenuating circumstances, and a lachry- {
mose Judge would have sentenced him to the
‘mildest term of imiprisonment which the law |
allowed. But Zora has had the audacity to hold
an opinion of his own on a State matber, and
|has had the courage to give his reasons for
| impugning a judicial decision rendered against s
man who was tried in secret and delivered over to
a living death without being afforded 2 single
chance of proving his innocence. Wherefore,
M.iZova for his atrocious 'deed was yesterday
found guilty without extenuati circumstances, |
the verdict almost establishing a record in this.
way. The Judge who throughout the fifteen
days’ trial has so ably conducted the case for the
prosecution, and with so much gkill and ready
resource prevented the defence from being heard,
promptly imposed upon the culprit as heavy a
sentence as, we presume, could be visited upon a
man for a purely technieal offence. Zora had
cast & slur upon the Army by declaring that
various officers had their own Teasons for gesting |
DREYFUS convicted of treason by means of a
sec -and for keeping him in bar.
.barous. and iphuman igolation from his fellow.
{ men whether he Were 4 traitor or not. In ‘order
| to avenge llied honour of ‘the Army the
A ay imy

fenacity with which the accused “adhered to
his statements. Tt is a great triumph for
ZoLa that his punishment js of so unex-
 pectedly vindictive and unrighteous a character,

1t is the crowning proof that he has made his
adversaries afraid, and that he has shown himself
unflinching and resolute in his task, To say that
the sentence is a scandal is only to say that it is
a fit sequel to the trial, Yet it is an abuse o.

'wqrds to declare that any “trial has taken placef
TFor fifteen days the amazing and indecent spec-

tacle has been exhibited of an eminent man of
lotters being baiteds by Judge and mob ;5 of the
Judge currying favour with the crowd, and
obviously acting _under the orders of a Ppanic-
stricken and appreher sivo Ministry ; of partisans

o1 ne side being encouraged to do their
| Worst against the prisoner, and of counsel on the
other side being - prevented from advyocating the
cause of the man in the dock, . French 3
will stink in the nostrils after this nauseous,
unseen d degrading exhibition of s bias,

Y, & :
intolerance; “impotence, and offensiveness,
There is a favourite joke in stage-burlesques

3 ‘1 in yo rdict 5 it will save
time.” Such a flavour of outrageous burlesque
has permeated the so-called trial of Zora that
one is irresistibly reminded of the suggestion,
and probably thore are many who entertain the
belief that the verdict in Zora’s case was arrived |
before the formal accusation was read. The
Judge never concealed his prejudice, or dis- |
guised ‘his intention of influenci g the jury
1gai ‘man in the dock. If Zota had |
slurred and_lma\k:lined the Army, the officers’
« ve stated their reasons. for

belzevmg Drevros to be guilty, and the authori-
should have proved e
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