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+22 - Kiister Stendahl

else than the rise of faith in the risen Lord, since it was this Faith
- which led to the apostalic preaching. The resurrcetion itself is not
an event of past history. All that historical criticism ean establish i
the fact that the first disciples came to helieve in the resurrcetion.
The historian can perhaps to some extent account for that faith
from the personal intimacy which the diseiples had enjoyed with
Jesus during his earthly life, and so reduce the resurrection appear-
ances to a series of subjective visions. But the historical problem is
not of interest to Christian belicf in the resurrection. For the his-
torical event of the rise of the Laster faith means for us what it
meant for the first disciples—namely, the selfattestation of the
nsen Lord, the act of God in which the redemptive event of the
cross is completed.
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KRISTER STENDAHL

The Apostle Paul and the Introspective
Conscience of the West (1963) 1

In the historv of Western Christianitv—and henee, to a large
extent, in the history of Western culture—the Apostle Paul has
been hailed as a hero of the introspective conscience. Here was the
man who grapeled with the problem “I do not do the good [ want,
but the evil I do not want to do is what [ do .. " (Rom. 7:19).
His insights as to a solution of this dilemma have recentle been
more or less identified, for example, with what Jung referred to as
the Individuation Process;! but this is only a contemporary twist to
the traditional Westemn way of reading the Pauline letters as docu-
ments of hiuman consciousness.

Twenty-five vears ago Henry J. Cadbury wrote a stimulating
study, “The Peril of Modernizing Jesus” (1937). That book and
that very title is a good summary of one of the most important
insights of biblical studies in the 2oth century. It hus ramifications
far bevond the field of theology and biblical exegesis. It questions
the often tucit presupposition that man remains basically the same
through the ages. There s little point in affirming or denying suel:
a presupposition in general terms—much would depend on what
T A paper delivered ‘at the Annual
Meeting of the American Psychological
Association,  September 3, 1961
published in the Harvard Theological
Review 56 (1963): 199-215. An ear-
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the foggy word “basically” could mean. But both the ln‘ar?‘nanfnt;c;
the theologian, both the psyehologist and the average reader 0
Bible, are well adyised to assess how this hypoth_usm of con.temptj‘rr_a-
neity affects their thinking, and their interpretation of ancient writ-
o 5 s iavhe + tries to picture the fune-
This problem becomes acute when one tries to pi e
tion and the manifestation of introspection t]?.c life an .\\‘ntn;l,_s
of the Apostle Paul. Tt is the mere aeute since it 15 exactly .:t this
point that Western interpreters have found the common denomi-
nator between Paul and the experiences of man, since Paul’s statf—
ments about “justification by Faith” have been hailed :1s'thr}: answer
to the problem which faces the ruthlessly ho.ncst n‘r.‘.n '.nr s F‘m]i-
tice of mtrospection. Especially in Prot@tunfa Chn:ts.:m;‘\‘——g e ;
howevet, at this point has its roots in Augustine ?:lci n t\: pigt}tg
the Middle Ages—the Pauline awareness of sin .h:lS bue‘n éntf;:
preted in the light of Luther's struggle with his cnrfscwm_:c_. dE]F
is exactly at that peint that we can discemn the most drastic differ
ence between Luther and Paul, between t1_1e 16th :mFl the 1T3t cen-
tury, and, perhaps, between E_nstcm_and VWestern Clmm-dm}t{\'t i
A fresh look at the Pauling writings themselves shows tha hl}
was equipped with what in our eyes must be c:flk‘d a hr‘atl‘;er
“robust’” conscience. In Phil. 3 Paul speaks most fully about HlS hzqd
before his Christian calling, and there is no indication that he ad
had anv dificulty in fulfilling the Law. On the contrary. he cl:nT s;_\.
that he had been “flawless” as to the righteousness required by *dt.
Law (v.6). His encounter with Jesus CI_mst——at D;}mdscus{. 1;::.:2: >
ing to Acts g:1—9—has not changed this fact. Tt \\:15. n%t. o ki e
restoration of a plagued conscicnce; when he saxs that e Em.\t -
gets what is behind lim (Phil. 3:13), he does not th\I];‘d :iu .GU:
:hortcmuings in his obedience to thu_ Law. but nl:‘_out 15 .?onthth
achicvements as « righteous Jew. achlcvun?:et.xts “‘hld’! he _n;.\e; -
less now has leamed to consider as “refuse” in the light of his fa1
in Jesus as the Messial, ; - -
" 'llglilajsimpossihii-itv of keeping the whole Law is.a dcc!swedplo;\;; 1::'
Paul’s argumcntation in Rom. 2:17-5:20 (k. z:lﬁf.}. ;T}ul': e
Gal. 3:10-12 this impossibility is the background for Fa : =
ments in favor of a salvation which is open to both [ews .;nd :m_
tiles in Christ. These and similar Pauline statements h]a:bc .f.‘t .1?1.&::'
interpreters to accuse Paul of 1nisunflur:;t-.yn.glmg o de ].‘Ldmgi;i o=
torting the Jewish view of Law :'m‘d Salvation. It 1sdpoth Lo
for the Jew the Law did not require a static or pe ‘;nnlc Pt;,c:e oy
ism but supposed a covenant relationship in ‘E_"“Lil R
room for forgiveness and repentance and where :Ol( app o
Measure of Grace. Henee Paul should have been \\rﬁj!gH:n : fec:;
out the Law on the basis that Isracl could not achieve the per
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