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JOHN AMOS KOMENSKY 53

deed heard somewhat in the world, but superficially only,
I folded my hands, and then stictched them ont, not, as in
the world, with fear and doubt, but with full happiness and
complete faith; then I said: “I am here, my Lord Jesus;
take me to Thee. Thine I wish to be, and to remain for ever.
Speak to Thy servant, and permit me to hear Thee; tell me
what Thou desirest, and grant that T find pleasure in it; ly
on me what burden Thou thinkest fit, and grant that I may
bear it; employ me for whatever purpose Thou desirest,
and grant me that I may not be found wanting; order me
to act according to Thy will, and grant me grace to do so.
Let me be nothing, that Thou mayest be everything.”

Chapter XXXIX
THEIR BETROTIAL

(God’s Wisdoin directs ¢ven our Errors.)

“I accept this from thee, my son,” quoth He. “Iiold to
this, become, call thyself. and remain mine owin. Mine, in-
deed, thou wert and art from all eterniiv, but thou knewest
it not. I have long prepared for thee that happiness to which
I will now lead thee; but thou didst not understand thds, [
have led thee to thyself thiough strange paths and by
round-about ways; this thou knewest not, nor what I. the
ruler of all my chosen ones, intended; neither didst thou
perceive by what means T worled on thee. But 1 was every-

where with thee, and therefore somewhat guided thee

through these crooked paths, that T might at last bring thee
yet closer to me. Naught could the world, naught thy guides,
naught Solomon teach thee. They could by no means en-
rich thee, content thee, satisfy the desires of thy heart, for
they had not that which thou didst seck. But I will teach
thee everything, enrich thee, contc 2
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