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THE STUDY OF POVERTY ON A SCIENTIFIC BASIS

The earliest and most comprehensive attempts to estimate the extent of
poverty were made in England, where the rapid development, first of agri-
cultural change and then of the industrial revolution, created an acute and
widespread problem of poverty. The early students of poverty strove for
accuracy by basing their statistical conclusions on personal observation, sur-
vey questionnaires and.-later on_extensive field investigations. Concurrently,
a wide range of theoretical discussions were put forward which inquired into
the causes of poverty, examined its destructive influence upon standards of
social behavior and proposed broad ‘social’ solutions as well as immediate
remedial programs.
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DAVID DAVIES. THE CASE OF THE LABOURERS IN HUSBANDRY
STATED AND CONSIDERED. In Three Parts. I. A View of their Dis-
tressed Condition. II. The Principal Causes of their Growing Distress and
Number. III. Means of Relief Proposed.

Davies, a Berkshire rector, devoted himself to studying the conditions of the
labouring poor. The appendix, containing detailed statistical information on the
wages, food and cost of provisions of labourers in various districts of Scotland
and England, is particularly valuable.

**Williams, II, p. 167.

1795/1971 4to, 8, 200 pp. $22.50

@® SIR FREDERICK EDEN. THE STATE OF THE POOR. Or, A History of

the Labouring Classes in England. 3 vols.

Eden’s monumental work was singled out by Karl Marx as the only valuable
contribution to the study of economics made by a student of Adam Smith.

**Williams, II, p. 210 “a classic . . . reinforced by statistics and quotations from
pamphlets and including a bibliography . . . invaluable for any study of social
conditions in the later eighteenth century . . . the great work on the labouring
classes, most comprehensive.”

1797/1966 4to 05146-1 $100.00

REPORTS OF THE SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDITION
AND INCREASING THE COMFORTS OF THE POOR. 5 vols.

The Society for Bettering the Condition and Increasing the Comforts of the
Poor sought to “make the inquiry into all that concerns the POOR, and the
promotion of their happiness, a SCIENCE” based on practical and systematic
investigation.

**Williams, II, p. 210 “much important material . . . extracts from accounts
of various institutions and agencies and activities.”
1798-1808/1971 00857-4 $75.00

[ANTOINE] EUGENE BURET. DE LA MISERE DES CLASSES LABO-
RIEUSES EN ANGLETERRE ET EN FRANCE. De la nature de la
miseree, de son existence, de ses effets, de ses causes, et de I'insuffisance des
remedes qu’on lui a opposes jusqu’ici avec I'indication des moyens propres a
en affranchir les societies. 2 vols. [in one].

**Williams, II, p. 179 “a thorough, scientific, comparative study from direct
observation.”

1842/1971 vi, 284; 343 pp. $17.50
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