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" THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD,! SHALL NOT WANT *

RELIGION, THE SECULAR CITY AND SOCIAL REFORM

This section focuses on the place of religion and the churches in the lives of
the poor and on the role of religion as an agency of social reform. The most
important movement in Anglo-American history was Christian Socialism. The
Christian Socialists first began their work as a propagandist force in England
in the late 1840’s, proclaiming the supremacy of Christian values over purely
secular considerations, expounding the traditions and implications of Christi-
anity in this light, enlisting the sympathy of the public for the efforts made by
workers to improve their conditions, and initiating practical experiments
in working class education and cooperation of every kind. In the United
States, it was not until the industrial and social upheaval of the ‘eighties’
and the establishment of the Knights of Labor that socially minded clergy-
men attempted to break down the barriers that had grown up between labor
and the Church.
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LYMAN ABBOTT. CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS.

Abbott was the famous editor of the Outlook, a powerful journal which espoused
progressive and practical Christianity — the first religious periodical of wide
circulation to open its pages to a general discussion of labor problems.

**Bassett, p. 173 “Christianity and Social Problems urged progressive political
reforms which would preserve the best elements in a cooperative and Christianized
society.”

1897/1971 v, 370 pp. $12.50

ADIN BALLOU. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ADIN BALLOU 1803-
1890. With Appendices.

Adin Ballou was the founder of the Hopedale Community — the first Utopian
enterprise in this country that marked the decade of the 1840’s. The principles
for the organization of a “Practical Christian Republic,” elucidated most fully
in Practical Christian Socialism (1854) express a variety of utopian theory which
exhibits “the religious socialists’ tendency toward nonresistance in the extreme
form, the utopians’ disassociation from national life, and the secular socialists’
inclusion of world government in their system of thought.”

1896/1971 00784-5 $15.00

xviii, 568 pp., port.
GILBERT CLIVE BINYON. THE CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST MOVEMENT
IN ENGLAND. An Introduction to the Study of Its History.

This study offers a history of the Christian Socialist movement, setting it in its
proper perspective in relation to Church history generally and the development
of theology and religio-philosophical thought, and in relation to the movem:ent
of political, economic, and social thought and action.

*#*Altholz, #1798.

1931/1971 x, 238 pp. $9.50
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