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THE HISTORY OF THE POOR LAWS

The relation of the state to the poor was first given definition by the enactment
of the Statute of Elizabeth in 1601. It was not, however, until the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries that the history of the poor laws reveals a progressive
state of pauperism that created widespread alarm and incessant futile efforts
to find a remedy. The English Poor Law certainly remains one of the largest
and most important experiments in social legislation of which there is any
record.

28

JosEPH MASSIE. A PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
CHARITY-HOUSES. . . . Considerations Relating to the Poor and the
Poor’s Laws of England . . . Also, a New System or Policy . . . For Relieving,
Employing . . . the Poor of England.

**Williams, II, p. 213 “pp. 49-146 on the poor-laws . . . historic causes of pauper-
ism, especially woal-growing instead of tillage, the system of relief by parishes,
the growth of manufactures . . . proposes an equal rate for the whole country,
work for the poor, in workhouses, removals of the poor only to place where labor
is wanted. . . .”

1758/1971 4to, 146 pp., fold. table $15.00

RICHARD BURN. THE HISTORY OF THE POOR LAWS. With Ob-
servations.

This study is probably the first comprehensive history of British legislation for
handling the poor. It is especially valuable for an understanding of the con-
troversial legal aspects of the problems of poor relief on the eve of the Industrial
Revolution.

**Williams, II, p. 213 “criticism, accounts of plans for reform proposals . . .
useful.”

1764/1971 295 pp. $12.00

THOMAS GILBERT, ED. A COLLECTION OF PAMPHLETS CONCERN-
ING THE POOR. With Abstracts of the Poor’s Rate: Expenses of Different
Houses of Industry, &c, and Observations by the Editor.

Contents: T. Firmin, Some Proposals for Employing the Poor (1678); R. D.,
Bread for the Poor, or A Method Showing How the Poor May Be Maintained;
D. Defoe, Giving Alms No Charity (1704); A Letter to the Citizens of Glasgow,
Containing a Short View of the Management of the Poors’ Funds; Some Re-
flections on the Poors’ Rates; A Specimen’ of Books for Accounts of Parish Poor.

**Williams, II, p. 219.
1787/1971 4, 160 pp. $8.50
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