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IMMIGRATION AND THE LIFE OF
ETHNIC SUBCOMMUNITIES

Immigration has played a vital role in the economic and social structure of
the western world since the modern colonizing movement began in the six-
teenth century. It was not, however, until the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries that the heavy volume of immigration to the United States
created very serious social problems of assimilation and acculturation. Differ-
ent mores and values aggravated the basic adjustment problems of essentially
peasant peoples to the industrial urban environment. Subject to economic
exploitation and often the unwitting tool of employers seeking to lower
general wages and working standards, immigrants reacted by banding into
cohesive subcommunities held together by common race, culture, language
and religion in the face of economic and social discrimination. Yet the pres-
sures of universal education, inter-marriage, and improved economic status
brought about their eventual acculturation into the larger saciety.
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WILLIAM J. BROMWELL. HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION TO THE
UNITED STATES.

The author, an. official in the State Department, presents a compilation from
official documents of statistics in regard to the number, age, sex, occupation and
country of birth of immigrants for the period 1819 to 1855. The introductory
section examines the extent of immigration prior to 1819 and the appendix
reprints the naturalization and passenger laws of the United States as well as
some of the state laws pertaining to immigration.

*#*Harvard Guide, p. 349.

1856/1969 225 pp. 00533-8 $10.00
CHARLES S. BERNHEIMER. THE RUSSIAN JEW IN THE UNITED
STATES. Studies of Social Conditions in New York, Philadelphia and

Chicago, with a Description of Rural Settlements.

This volume offers a series of papers contributed by Jewish writers who “present
the rise and development of the Russian Jews who have come to the United States
during the past twenty odd years, to show the qualities they brought with them,
to present the facts as to their adjustment to conditions here.”

“A variety of information not easily obtained by alien investigators.”
The New York Times

“Important matter on this serious subject of the assimilation of so alien a people.”
Annals of the American Academy
**Harvard Guide, p. 435.

1905/1971 426 pp. $13.50

WILLIAM A. CARROTHERS. EMIGRATION FROM THE BRITISH ISLES.
With Special Reference to the Development of the Overseas Dominions.

This general historical study of migration a century or more ago provides a
narrative account of emigration from Britain, settlement in the dominions, and
policies with respect to the movement. The chapters deal with settlement in
Canada, Australia and other parts of the Empire, the outflow from Britain in
different periods, and changing policy toward emigration. Of particular interest
are the discussions of factors affecting attitudes toward emigration in the Mal-
thusian period and social conditions affecting emigration in the 1830s and 1840’s.

**GHL, #AA30; Altholz, #922.
1929/1965

xii, 328 pp.
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