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302 U;(’lfn),;n.",’:}:.‘ Note

THE ORIGINS OF THE PENITENTIARY

PRIMARY SOURCES

The concepts of deviant behavior, the proposed remedies, and the
operations of the penitentiary in the pre-Civil War era emerge clearly
in the rich pamphlet literature written by the men who led the move-
ment and interested observers, In the post-Revolution period, the state-
ments of such men as Caleb Lownes, William Bradford, and
Eddy make clear the expectations th
reform. The ideas on crime
Jacksonian decades are well
Howe, Francis Lieber,

Thomas
at Americans first held about legal
and the reality of the penitentiary in the
presented in the essays of Samuel Gridley
Edward Livingston, Francis Gray, Matthew
Carey, Francis Wayland, Francis Packard, and George W. Smith. Many
foreign visitors described one or another state prison, but in most in-
stances they were not perceptive commentators. One notable exception,
fully deserving its fame, is Gustave de Beaumont and Alexis de Tocque-
ville, On the Penitentiary System in the Uniteq States (reprinted, Car-
bondale Illinois, 1964) . It remains an excellent starting point for under-
standing the discovery of the penitentiary.

Another major source is the reports of reform societies. One of the
earliest and most important of these organizations was the Philadelphia
Society for Alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons, issuing such pub-
lication as, Extracts and Remarks on the Subject of Punishment and Ref-
ormation of Criminals (Philadelpnia, 1790) . Their manuscript records,
together with the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Commitice on the
Lastern Penitentiary, are at the Pennsylvania Prison Society, in Philadel-
phia. In the later period, the two most influential groups were the New
York Prison Association and the Boston Prison Discipline Society. Their
annual reports illuminate both the expectations that reformers had of
the penitentiary, and the day-to-day functioning of the institutions jn
all parts of the country.

Several types of state documents ¢l

arify the history of the penitentiary.
When first appropriating

funds for the construction of a state prison,
many legislatures dispatched a committee to investi
where. For one example of an
R. Sullivan et al.,

gate conditions else-
Investigatory committee’s report, see
Repori of the [Massachusetts) Committee, “To In.
quire into the Mode of Governing the Penitentiary of Pennsylvania”
(Boston, 1817) . States also conducted periodic Investigations of their
own institutions, usually in response to charges of brutality or corrup-
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SMate Proon (Hardord, 1833) . and the rejoinder, Minutes of the Testi-

mony Taken Before ., l'l/u'] Committee . . | on
State Prison (Hartford, 1884) .

The most important official documents

the

aries’ annual reports (o their state legislature. Here one fi

Connecticut

are, of course, the penitenti-

nds descrip-

tions of the structure, reprints of rules and regulations, accounts of the

daily routine, biographical

data on the convicts, from birthplace and

degree of literacy to crime committed and length of sentence, as well as

financial details. These are public statements,
institution in the best possible light,
from the inspectors, the wardens, the

attempting

sive. In the course of this study I examined the reports of
state prisons in this period;
Public Library were the
materials.

most convenient

to put the

but the information they include
agents, and the chaplains, is exten-

most of the

the Library of Congress and the New York
places for locating these

Of some use, 100, are the memoirs of prison officials and their accounts
of the institution. Two good examples are Gershom Powers, 4 Brief

Account of the Construction, Management and Discipline |

. . Of the

New York State Prison at Auburn (Auburn, N.Y., 1826) , and James B.

Finley, Memorials of Prison Life (Cincinnati, Ohio, 1851) .
I did not find newspaper accounts especially rewarding; t
repeat information available in the annual reports or sta

In general,
hey tend to
te investiga-

tions. Had my interest, however, been in the political battles that sprang

up around the institutions’ construction and administration

~—~Wwould have been more important.
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/ SECONDARY SOURCES

, this source

Of all the institutions discussed in this book, the prisons have received
the most attention from historians. Most of the studies tend to be long
on facts and short on intcrpremtian, but they do provide an important

starting point for analysis. The most detailed account of th
Orlando F. Lewis, The Development of American Prisons
Customs, 1776-1845 (Albany, N.Y., 1922) ;

is period is
and Prison

a broader survey s Blake

McKelvey, American Prisons: A Study in American Social History prior

{0 1915 (Chicago, 1986). The Pennsylvania system has bee

n explored

by Negley D. Tecters and John D. Shearer, The Prison at Philedelphia,

Cherry Hill: The Separate System of Prison Ili).'i/;[inr, 1829
York,

1913 (New

1657) - Backgiound is provided by Negley . Teeters, The Cradle
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