AccueilRevenir a I'accueilCollectionBoite 023 | Notes de la fin de sa vie pour ses

derniers livres.CollectionBoite 023-11-chem | Marc Aurele. Item[The greco-roman
world - suite]

[The greco-roman world - suite]

Auteur : Foucault, Michel

Présentation de la fiche

Coteb023 f0514

SourceBoite 023-11-chem | Marc Aurele.

LangueFrancais

TypeFicheLecture

RelationNumérisation d'un manuscrit original consultable a la BnF, département
des Manuscrits, cote NAF 28730

Réféerences éditoriales

Editeuréquipe FFL (projet ANR Fiches de lecture de Michel Foucault) ; projet
EMAN (Thalim, CNRS-ENS-Sorbonne nouvelle).
Droits

e Image : Avec 'autorisation des ayants droit de Michel Foucault. Tous droits
réservés pour la réutilisation des images.

 Notice : équipe FFL ; projet EMAN (Thalim, CNRS-ENS-Sorbonne nouvelle).
Licence Creative Commons Attribution - Partage a 1'Identique 3.0 (CC BY-SA
3.0 FR).

Notice créée par équipe FFL Notice créée le 19/03/2021 Derniere modification le
23/04/2021

Fichier issu d'une page EMAN : http://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/items/show/16447?context=pdf



https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/collections/show/645
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/collections/show/645
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/collections/show/645
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/collections/show/656
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/collections/show/656
https://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/mapage/6
http://eman-archives.org/Foucault-fiches/items/show/16447?context=pdf

Fichie

@

472 THE GRECO-ROMAN WORLD

He feels close to the spirits which, according to the pantheistic
belief, wander through the upper regions of this world. From
that position, and not from a wearied melancholy, springs what
has been called Pessimism. It is nothing peculiar to him and
nothing gloomy. In that time of religious excitement the feeling
that, in his words, “human life is smoke and nothingness
(X, 1) passed like a wave that seized the most sensitive ; and
Stoic pantheism, which was still unaware of the creative nature
of individuation and development, became all the more true to
life through the sufferings of human existence being insisted on.
They had been denied only intellectually, by force of the moral
will declaring, for instance, that “‘ no injury can be done to your
soul ”. Recognized as human experiences, suffering and evil
wvere religiously interpreted, and thercby justified, from the
vantheistic basic relation of the parts to the divine whole of
he universe, as the royal meditator putsitin a typical passage :

\

. We commonly say :  ““ Zsculapius ordered 2 man horse exercise,

\old baths, or no shoes” ; similarly we might say : “ Universal
Nature ordered him sickness, disablement, loss, or some other
flliction.” . . . Accordingly let us accept these orders as we accept
vhat Asculapius orders. Many of them, too, are assuredly severe,
ct we welcome them in hope of health, Let the performance and
ompletion of the pleasure of Universal Nature seem %o you to be
our pleasure, precisely as the conduct of your health is seen to be,
nd so welcome all that comes to pass, even though it appear rather
ruel, because it leads to that end, to the health of the Universe,
hat is to the welfare and well-being of Zeus (v, 8).

. Thus Marcus Aurelius created equanimity in his soul with a
eep feeling of the dissonances of this reality, Only if we take
hese pages of his book by themselves and not together with the
 ther aspects of life with which they are associ ;

eflected in his sublime conduct, of his personality, can it seem
s if he is tossed about by conflicting moods.®* The function of
journal involves (and docs so all the more under the Stoic
>quirement of moral perfection) a disproportionate mention of
1e unsatisfied states of mind occurring in life. We can draw
om confessions inferences as to the true character of the person
1king them only if we base our judgment on the structure of
1e whole work,  This structure, however, is hard to demonstrate
1 a work like that of the emperor Marcus which, from the very
ature of a journal intime, is not, as regards its outward form, a
nsistent whole, In the twelve * books” of more or less
aborated reflections and maxims, quotations (or sayings) and
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jottings, thrown together under no visible plan, there are con-
siderable sections in which one or another mood predominates,
the optimistic or the pessimistic mood, gloom or hope, apxif:ty or
peace of mind. But this varying intonation Qf the ¢ MedltaUOl:lS

is not explained, or at ali events not entirely, by the various
situations in which he wrote them down : at headquarters amid
the chances of war, in intervals in the fighting, taking a breath
after victory over the barbarians or startled by the revolt in
Antiochia, or on a journey to the East that took him to Egypt
and the Pyramids.  The contrasting moods corre_spond r‘a‘th?r to
the characteristic and, as we emphasized, realistic two-sidedness
of the Stoic outlook on the world : on the one hand panthei_sm,
together with the realization of the ephemeral na}ture.of :?,11 things
human, leads to the individual feeling his own life with its duties
as a burden from which he would be glad to get free in order to
feel, iike the spirits in the skies, a part of universal Nature ; on
the other hand ethical idealism is a source of confidence and of
the heroic will to take up the struggle of life, in spite”of t.h‘e
awareness of the perishability of all things human, In this spirit

" Marcus Aurelius, in the reflection in which he exhorted himself

. . b q
to bear continually in mind ‘‘ that man’s life is smoke and
nothingness *', continues : N i

Why, then, are you bothered ? * Why not satisfied to pass through
this brief moment ordering your ways?' What kind of material
condition and station are you running away from? What is it
all except a school of exercise for 2 reason which has exactly and
scientifically looked into what life contains? Wait, therefore, until
you assimilate even these things to yourself, as 2 strong stomach
assimilates any food and a bright fire turns whatever you throw into
it to flame and light (X, a1), AR sodg :

So
which, based on an already established doctrine or conviction,
remains fundamentally the same amid the changes o*{ situations
and moods, and so re-traces its circles again and again .through
the whole work. For us the question remains how this, so to
speak, timeless movement fits in with the biographical point of
view from which the individual life with its ups and dow:ns appears
as a single whole, formed in the course of time, " Tﬂhzs question
leads in turn to the two-sided outlook of the Stoic, but also
leads beyond it. ! o

In the midst of meditations on the passage of time, which
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might take the sting out of the thought ‘05.'_ death, he recalls the

course of his own life (IX, 21}, | . «
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far we have here a philcsophic sort of seli-communion
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