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154 REVIEWS AND DISCUSSIONS

also those Epicureans whose devotion to Caesar’s memory was stronger. On
1st August Piso made the famous attack against Antony, which gave heart to
Cicero (Phil. i, 10-14). The emphasis was evidently not so much on peace—-
before and later Piso’s favourite subject (Appian, iii, 50; 54-61)—as on constitu-
tional normality : ‘excessurum se ex Italia dixit, deos penatis et sedes patrias
relicturum, si, quod di omen averterint, rem publicam oppressisset Antonius'
(Phil. xii, 6, 14). Hirtius, although obviously not favourable to the Liberators
(¢f. ad Att. xv, 6, 2), was adverse to Antony (Fam. xi, 1; ad Att. xv, 8, 1) and
capable melior fieri (ad Att. xiv, 20, 4). Pansa was more suspect, but still not a
hopeless case (ad Att. xv, 22). After all, they both died for the Republic, Little
is known about ‘I'rebatins Testa, but he was then on very friendly terms with
Cicero (who wrote for him the Topica; ef. Fam. vii, 19) and Justified to him what
was thought to be he excessive loyalty of C. Matius to the memory of Cacsar
(Fam. xi, 27-8). Matius himsclf, of course, is no exception to our argument.

Piso’s domestic philosopher, Philodemus, is a more complex case. He was
a Hellenized Oriental and a professional teacher of A&ge Broocs. Taking into
account these qualities, we shall recognize that he went very far. H. Diels was
able to understand the following words in the Herculanensian papyri of wepl 9y,
Book i, col. xxv, 22 ff. (4bh. Preuss. Ak. 1915, 7, p. 44):

EAA y&p UTtip T Ek Oeddv Taporyfis Ikavéds olual pot AeAéyBa ko TpoTeTpdpla

TOV eVpuioTaTov, GoT £§w pévely alwviwy Tapay @V @5 ATTAAAXYNOTOHEVOY KKy

TRV YaAeTr &V Kal Teprmomodpevoy Téyadd T& ouvéxovTa kal pévov fauToy &vbpa

vopodvra, Tév EAAwv Bt kaTagpoviigovta ThvTwy G5 olppwy, Kal ol pévov Thv

TamewvoTépwy, dAAE kal TRV al péyroTa xphipaTa KekTnpévey 1810Tdy kal Tév

tmoavesTdTwy dv Suvdueot mTohiTikals kol TGV THY UtrouAdTnT EkKondvTwy Stav

Sp& Tapwoautvous Ue' tvds 'AvTwviou elpas T& kat &oTu ToUs EvavTious,

To Diels the passage meant Republican sentiments, which Philodemus would
have expressed after the constitution of the Second Triumvirate (Abh. Preuss. Ak.,
1916, n. 6, p. 34, 1). R. Philippson (Hermes liii, 1918, 381) understood a pro-
fession of impartiality to be dated in the summer of 44: ‘An seine glithende
Freiheitslicbe glaube ich nicht. Auch Epikur ist Opportunist gewesen.” This is
an opinion which we can follow only with some modification. The words were
written before the Triumvirate was constituted : ToUs évavrious are the Liberators,
Philodemus concludes from the failure of opposing Antony that his philosophy
is right in suggesting aloofness from the crowd. The most convenient date scems
to be immediately before or after the speech of Piso, which left its author isolated :
‘ Pisoni qui in eum (Antonium) primus invectus est nullo adsentiente’ (Fam. xii,
2, 1). So far we can agree with Philippson. But if the logical argument of Philo-
demus is a defence of AdBe Bidoas, the animus is not indifferent to the events,
The words reflect the indignation of a man who saw the defenders of the Republic
playing into the hands of the tyrant. He is against Antony, but has no faith in
the Liberators. In a book mepl 6avérou the same Philodemus invited men to face
death from political persecutors with courage: éyc 8% Saupdgw Té@v &BiwToy
fyovkévey TO kaTayvwobdfivan kel TaUT oUy Umd omouBaicv, AN UTo XetploTwy
&vBpdmeov, udAAov 8¢ Onplawv kTA. (xxxV, col. 6, 11 ff.). The last editor, T. Kuiper,
Philodemus over den Dood, 1925, 96, proposed for the book the date 43 B.C., which
must be approximately right, although Kuiper's argument is founded upon an
obvious slip. ‘The subject and the tendeney of the book scem closely related to
the De morte by Varius Rufus.  Without emphasising details, it is clear that in
Philodemus the tradition of the school and the call against the tyrant were in
conflict.

On the whole, the events of 44 B.c. prove that Cassius was not an exceptional
case among the contemporary Epicureans. The majority stood for the Republic
against Caesarism, { \
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