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PART TWO

is even the more common attitude at this time. For the deification of
the individual organism is a modern and advanced idea in these centu-
ries, one that is not yet generally accepted. Only a few individuals al-
ready visualize that “all things were arranged in the body, in a fashion
conformable to itself, by fire, a copy of the whole, the small after the
manner of the great and the great after the manner of the small.”’
And they are physicians. But others, just because they adore God, are
aware of the contrast between Him and man, ‘‘the one being utterly
corrupt, the other being perfectly holy,"* They are physicians, too.
That the nature of everything is divine, that every process can only
be understood as regulated by divine agency, is a conception which be-
comes current among men only in later times through Platonic, Aris-
totelian, and Stoic philosophy. It is, however, of the greatest importance
that from the Hellenistic period on the religious rationalism is accepted
by more and more scientists. For the mechanical and irreligious philoso-
phy and science degenerated into avowed skepticism. The Epicureans
do not care for a single and uniform explanation of the phenomena;
they rejoice in manifold causes of the same event. The Empiricists
refuse to explain anything because the human intellect cannot judge
the causes and can discover only the proximate conditions. The Meth-
odists deal only with the phenomena without considering causation at
all. Scientific inquiry is restricted to dogmatic philosophers and scien-
tists, who alone feel able to determine the causes and are interested in
the understanding of facts. Galen says in his book on the Use of the
Parts that ‘‘this is a sacred book which I composed as a true hymn of
the God who has created us, in the belief that I am really pious not if I
sacrifice many hecatombs of oxen to Him and burn thousands of talents
of cassia, but if I first recognize myself and then explain also to the
others the wisdom of God, His power, His excellence.”’* This statement
is significant. The fact that Platonic, dogmatic philosophy recognizes
the power of God in nature does not mean the end of science; it is rather
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the stimulus to perfection of scientific knowledge and empirical under-
standing. If God did not exist, the world would be governed by chance
alone but not by intelligible laws or recognizable causation. Moreover,
nature separated from God would not be capable of inspiring in man
enthusiasm for scientific investigation. Dogmatic philosophy alone leads
the philosopher to an understanding of the phenomena and the physi-
cian to an explanation of diseases by sun and air or by the nature of the
body.

These considerations in themselves suggest that a belief according
to which diseases are caused by demons cannot have had great bearing
on Greek medicine. As a matter of fact there is, throughout antiquity,
hardly one physician who accepts such a theory. The author of the
Look on the Sacred Disease, bitterly attacking those who trace epilepsy

to the direct influence of a God or demon, does not give any indication

that this opinion was held by physicians. He says that ‘“‘those [men]
who first attributed a sacred character to this malady were the same
men who do it to-day, magicians, purifiers, charlatans and quacks.’'*
A real physician apparently explained not even this disease by demons.
The same thing is true of the fourth century A.p. when the physician
Posidonius, very famous for his medical skill, is said to have denied
that mania could be caused by a demon. There is no reason to suppose
that this is a very unusual attitude; for the same opinion is expressed
in Stephanus’ Commentary to the Prognostics of Hippocrates. And
even in the seventh century A.D. physicians, it seems to me, no less than
laymen, are convinced of the natural character of mental illnesses al-
though at that time the demonological explanation is more and more
emphasized.® And yet, concerning those affections the problem is at
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