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PART TWO

would say do not belong to the art. Seeing then that there is nothing
that cannot be put to use by good physicians and by the art of medicine
itself, but in most things that grow or are made are present the essential
substances of cures and of drugs, no patient who recovers without a
physician can logically attribute the recovery to spontaneity. Indeed,
under a close examination spontaneity disappears; for everything that
occurs will be found to do so through something, and this ‘through
something’ shows that spontaneity is a mere name, and has no reality.
Medicine, however, because it acts ‘through something,’ and because
its results may be forecasted, has reality, as is manifest now and will be
manifest for ever.””™ In this way the self-sufficiency of medical art is
demonstrated on a rational basis contrary to the naturalists and dis-
believers.

It is the usual attitude for the physician which is formulated in the
first book of the Epidemiae: ‘“The art has three factors, the disease, the
patient, the physician. The physician is the servant of the art. The
patient must cooperate with the physician in combating the disease.”’?
Art and nature are thus properly evaluated. In the fight against illness,
the knowledge of the physician is one factor, nature the other. Yet such
a conception obviously presupposes a belief which gives God his share
in the processes of the world. It is again the religious rationalist who,
contrary to the atheistic thinker, has real confidence in his art. He
notes equally and fairly the success and failure of nature. For nature, to
him, has two different aspects: it not only heals, it also destroys. The
physician, in some cases, can rely on it, in others he must fight against
it '
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1 M. Neuburger, Die Heilkraft d. Natur, 1926, pp. 9-10, stresses the fact that
in the Hippocratic books the healing power of nature is not exaggerated in a phan-
tastic measure. He is also of the opinion that thereby the negativism and quietism
is avoided which very easily results from too strong a belief in nature.
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All these ideas, I think, are summed up in the statement “that
there could surely be nothing more useful or more necessary to know
than these things (sc. which the physician knows) and how the first dis-
coverers, pursuing their inquiries excellently and with suitable applica-
tion of reason to the nature of man, made their discoveries, and thought
their art worthy to be ascribed to a god, as in fact is the usual belief.”?
For medicine is so great a power and is so mighty in itself that a god
must have given it to mankind. The rational element contained in
medical art is divine. Yet very seldom does this conviction lead to an
exaggeration of the power of the art. In contrast to the conception that
nature alone, not the physician, heals the disease, it is stated in one
book: “By stitching and cutting, that which is rotten in men is healed
by physicians. This too is part of the physician’s art: to do away with
thac which causes pain, and by taking away the cause of his suffering
to make him sound. Nature of herself knows how to do these things.
When a man is sitting it is a labour to rise; when he is moving it is a
labour to come to rest. In other respects too nature has the same quali-
ties as has medical art.”’” The religious physician is usually aware of the
limits of his art as his definition of medicine reveals: ‘“In general terms,
it is to do away with the sufferings of the sick, to lessen the violence of
their diseases, and to refuse to treat those who are overmastered by
their diseases, realizing that in such cases medicine is powerless."'”®

In later centuries the recognition of nature as a teleological power
must have confirmed the advisability of the withdrawal of the physi-
cians. Themison, who does not believe in teleology, is the first to pro-
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B Jones, 1. c., IV, pp. 253-55 (slightly altered): kevrebpevol Te kai Teuvéu Ta
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Kvebpevos Tovel dvamaboasfar, kal &NNa Ta abra éxe % ¢vaes inTpukf. 1t is in accordance
with the interpretation given in regard to the attitude of the physician that the book
on Ancient Medicine states that the nature of man consisting of the mixture of the
humors can and should be voluntarily altered by the physician. The same is valid
for the book on the Nature of Man (Jones, L. c., IV, p. 10) and, I think, for more of the
Hippocratic writings. But it is impossible again to deal with all of them in this con-
nection.
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voonuérwy, eldbras 87u Taira ob Stwarar inTpukd. As regards the restraint of Hippocratic
physicians and the modern discussion of this problem cf. Jones, I. c., I, p. XVI sq.
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