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PART TWO

after the pain had been destroyed.”'> How this is to be understood be-
comes evident from the discussions of philosophers who were interested
in the effect of music and from the judgment of Soranus about it. Gellius
relates: “I ran across the statement very recently in the book of Theo-
phrastus On Inspiration that many men have believed and put their
belief on record, that when gouty pains in the hips are most severe they
are relieved if a flute-player plays soothing measures. That snake-bites
are cured by the music of the flute, when played skillfully and melodi-
ously, is also stated in a book of Democritus, entitled On Deadly In-
fections, in which he shows that the music of the flute is medicine for
many ills that flesh is heir to. So very close is the connection between
the bodies and the minds of men, and therefore between physical and
mental ailments and their remedies.”'® And Soranus asserts that those
men were very stupid who believed that the strength of the illness can
be expelled by melodies and songs.!®* There is no magical belief respon-
sible for the use of music any more than magical powers are presupposed
in the use of words. Diocles holds that one has to understand friendly
consolation as incantation. For it stops the flowing of the blood when
the wounded man is attentive and, as it were, connected with the man

who speaks to him."%
At any rate in the administration of songs and in the use of words

102 Caelius Aurelianus, De morbis acutis et chronicis, 1. c., p. 555: “‘Alii cantilenas
adhibendas probaverunt, ut etiam Philistionis frater idem memorat libro XXII, de
adiutoriis scribens quendam fistulatorem loca dolentia decantasse, quaccum saltum
sumerent palpitando, discusso dolore mitescerent.”

103 The Attic Nights of Aulus Gellius with an English Translation by J. C. Rolfe,
Loeb Class. Library, 1927, I, p. 352-54: “Creditum hoc a plerisque esse et memoriae
mandatum, ischia cum maxime doleant, tum, si modulis lenibus tibicen incinat,
minui dolores, ego nuperrime in libro Theophrasti wepi &fovataouob scriptum inveni.
Viperarum morsibus tibicinium scite modulateque ,adhibitum mederi, refert etiam
Democriti liber, qui inscribitur mept Nowp@r in quo docet plurimis hominum morbidis
medicinae fuisse incentiones tibiarum. Tanta prorsus adfinitas est corporibus homi-
num mentibusque et propterea vitiis quoque aut medellis animorum et corporum.”
It is by the expression modulis lenibus that the words palakais éraoidats in Pindar's
Ode must be interpreted, cf. also Theophrastus, fr. LXXXVII, Wimmer: “Or 8¢ xai
vbaovs larat povaiky 6. lotbpnaey & 74 mepl évbovaiaopol, loxiakols phokwy dvéoous StaTeNely
€l kaTauNfooL Tis Tob Témov T GpuyaTt dppovig. Sometimes the invention of this proce-
dure was ascribed to Pythagoras, cf. Caelius Aurelianus, 1. c.: “Alii denique hoc adju-
torii genus Pythagoram memorant invenisse.” ’

10¢ Caclius Aurelianus, 1. c.: “Sed Sorani iudicio videntur hi mentis vanitate
factari, qui modulis et cantilena passionis robur excludi posse crediderunt.”

105 Diocles, Fr. 92, Wellmann: Avwok)fs &raodiy mapedwke Ty wapnyopiav. loxaiuov
vap elvar Tabryy, dTav TO Trelpa ToU TeTpwuévou Tpooexts §i Kal domwep TpoaNPTYhEVOY TY
TAPNYOPOUVTL,
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no magical belief is to be found. Every kind of incantation, too, is
throughout antiquity rejected by physicians. In the Hippocratic book
on the Sacred Disease it is said: “But perhaps what they profess (sc. in
regard to incantations) is not true, the fact being that men, in need of
a livelihood, contrive and devise many fictions of all sorts.””'% Galen
declares all the incantations to be wrong.'” Nay: “Animals like human
beings can be cured not by vain words but by the reliable art of heal-
ing."""®® And in this respect the attitude of the Romans does not vary
from that of the Greeks. For Celsus does not advise incantations, either;

;
Varro warns against their use. The Roman law does not recognize as
true physicians men who perform incantations.!®

To be sure, incantations were never a means of the physician. The
decadent age is in this respect not different from the fifth century B.c.!10

19 Jones, 1. c., I, p. 147: lows 8¢ obx obrws éxer Taira, &AN’ dvllpwmor Blov debpevor
moAN& kal TavToita TexrAVTaL.

97 Galen, Opera, ed. Kiihn, XI, p. 792.

1% Vegetius, ed. E. Lommatzsch, 1903, p. 199, 1-4: Aliquanti praecantatione
tentant afferre remedia; quae vanitas ab aniculis solis diligenda est, cum animalia
sicut homines non inanibus verbis sed certa medendi arte curentur (this general state-
ment proves that the two incantations which are found in the text must be later ad-
ditions, p. 306, 5-8; 10-11. The hostile attitude toward those remedies is confirmed
p. 65, 3-5; 10-12.) Also in Gargilius Martialis only one incantation is mentioned
(I. c., p. 309, 12 sq.). In the Mulomedicina Chironis, ed. E. Oder, 1901, p. 62, 7-10,
incantations are rejected too. (Two exceptions p. 260, 4; p. 285, 4.) In Paelagonius,
ed. M. Thm, 1892, p. 90, 1, the incantation which is rejected by Vegetius (l. c., p. 199,
1-4) is given in detail. But the situation even in veterinary medicine is characterized
by the remark of the editor of Paelagonius (§ 121, p. 154): “Utinam is qui Graeca
hippiatrica congessit superstitiosior fuisset. Removit enim fere omnia harum super-
stitionum exempla, quibus Apsyrti liber refertus fuisse videtur. Unus codex Parisinus
Milleri nonnulla servavit obscure scripta . . . Paelagoniana huius generis alia mox
sequentur, quae ne Vegetio quidem digna visa sunt quae reciperentur. Immo is tam-
quam detrectatorem et contemptorem se iactat . . . etsi apud veteres magno in honore
fuerint, ut vel Catonis . . . cantatio barbara testatur.” One can only conclude that it
is really impossible to ascribe to ancient physicians, not even to veterinaries, the use
of incantations.

19 Cf, Varro, Catus (Mommsen, Rém. Gesch. II1¢, 1875, p. 610). Digesta L,
13, 1. § 3 (The physician has the right to sue for his salary) non tamen si incantavit,
si inprecatus est, si ut vulgari verbo impostorum utar, exorcizavit. non sunt ista
medicinae genera, tametsi sint, qui hos sibi profuisse praedicatione adfirment. Cato,
usually quoted for the Roman use of incantations, is not the only witness and his
testimony has no value for the time in which Greek medicine was influential in
Rome.

110 The passages quoted above concerning the use of music are usually referred
to as proof for the use of incantations in Greek medicine, cf. Wellmann, Die Frag-
mente d. Sizilischen Arzte, 1901, p. 30a: “lhr Heilverfahren . . . bestand, in Be-
sprechungen . . . Beachtenswert ist ferner, dass Diokles gleichfalls ein Anhinger
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