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PART TWO

reason, are opposed to miracles.'® Therefore, the Methodists, the phy-
sicians of late antiquity who were especially influential in Roman cen-
turies, are the only ones who must reject religious medicine as well as
magical medicine. But in general, physicians, as scientists, believe in
miracles.

But doctors never expressly advise the use of prayers or of incu-
bations.™® It is possible only to infer from their theory that they must
have acknowledged the validity of prayers and of dreams. This conclu-
sion leads to a very strange problem. If religious medicine cannot be
rejected by physicians, is it considered to be valuable in certain cases?
And in which cases? Or is it that physicians only believe it possible to
be cured by divine help but that they do not resort to it themsclves?
This would be strange too. But there is no indication to be found in the
medical writings as to when patients should use religious medicine and
when they should use human medicine. At least, there is no direct indi-
cation. Indirectly, I think, it can be deduced from the facts upon what
occasions the physicians themselves allow their patients to go to the
temple: It is the case of chronic diseases or of every disease which can-
not be cured by human knowledge.

The negative attitude of the Greek physicians in many diseases
has always been felt to be puzzling. They seemed to be satisfied with
the statement that such and such a man can be helped no more. They

138 Cf. Zeller, I. c., V, p. 697, 6; 704; 720. Dilthey (Das natiirliche System der
Geisteswissenschaften im 17. Jahrhundert, Gesammelte Schriften, II, 1923, p. 132)
stresses the point that miracles could not be entirely discarded until the system of
Descartes. The ‘‘Begriff von der ausnahmslosen Macht und Geltung der Natur-
gesetze . . . entstand erst, als durch Descartes alle psychischen Krifte aus der Natur
vertricben worden waren.” Concerning Epicurus cf. Lucretius, De Rerum Natura,
I, v. 150-54.

1w R, Herzog, Die Wunderheilungen v. Epidaurus, Philologus, . c., p. 149; p. 61,
believes, along with others, that the passage to be found in the book on Sacred Dis-
case: Bbew Te kal ebxeslar kal & T& lepd pépovras ikerebeww Tods Oeols (Jones, L. c., 11, p. 148)
“auf die Incubation hinweise.” Such an interpretation, however, spoils the argument
used by the Hippocratic author. He has claimed that the patients if really possessed
by god should not be purified; he adds “‘one should rather if such patients are to be
found pray to the gods and bring them to the temples.” For it is his belief that the
possession by god, since it is divine, should not be driven away but revered. The
Scythians behaved similarly for they revered those men who were possessed by a
god (cf. Jones, L. c., 1, p. 127). If incubations were advised by the author this would
mean a kind of healing which is necessary only if such men are ill, a contention which
the author starting from the presuppositions of his enemies tries to refute. The heal-
ing of diseases by prayer alone was not recommended before Christian times, cf.
Tpistle of James, ch. V, 14, 15, 16; The Acts, ch. XL, 20; ch. V, 15.
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advised against treating patients who cannot be cured and believed it
to be part of their art both to know in what cases the physician cannot
accomplish anything and, in those cases, to refrain from doing anything.
This, no doubt, is a very peculiar, even inhuman behavior. For it ex-
cludes the help of the physician in diseases which are gravest and in
which his help is most needed. But such an attitude becomes immedi-
ately intelligible if the physician presupposes that the patient, if not
treated by him, will go to the temple.

When the art of the physician fails, everybody resorts to incanta-
tions and prayers;" this phrase was frequently quoted in antiquity. It
is especially true in chronic diseases, as it is said: “Those who are ill
with chronic diseases and do not succeed by the usual remedies and the
customary diet turn to purifications and amulets and dreams.”’**! For,
of course, one will not go to the god if the case is not serious. Therefore
it is a topic of the temple-cures that the god could help when the physi-
cians could not." In a world in which the temples of Asclepius are open
to everybody who is ill it need not be mentioned that the patient can
and should go to the god if the human physician cannot do anything
for him. It is sufficient to state in which cases the physician can do no

10 Diodorus, Fr., XXX, 43. Dindorf: ékeivol 7e vap [oi & Tals pakpais véoois
Svamorpoivres| brav Tals Tapa 70y LaTpy Oepamelais vraroboavtes undéy BeNTior draNNaTTwor
katagebyovow éml Tols Obras kal pavres, éviow 8¢ wpogdéxovrar Tas émwdas kal wavrodamwa
yém weprarrwv. Cf. Pliny, N. H., XXX, 98.

11 Plutarch, De Facie in orbe Lunae, 920b: ol & voofuage xpoviors wpds Td Kkowd
Bonbhpara kal Tas owwnbes Sialras dmemévres émi kabapuols kal meplamwra xal ovelpovs
rpémovrar. Cf. the stories related about Pericles (Plutarch, Pericles, ch. 38), Bion
(Diogenes Laertius, IV, 54), Cleomenes (Plutarch, Sayings of Spartans, 223 E),
which prove that this attitude is not restricted to the lower classes or to any cen-
tury. It is the general reaction of men (contrary to Rohde, l. c., p. 89 and Welcker,
l. c., p. 69). Since the physicians did not acknowledge magical help to be possible,
they were the more interested in that their patients resorted to religious medicine.

12 Cf, Weinreich, Antike Heilungswunder, 1. c., p. 195 sq. ‘“Zur Topik der Wun-
dererzihlung, die Kunst der Arzte versagt.”” A survey on incantations and the dis-
eases in which they are used also shows that they are especially relied on in chronic
diseases. Herzog, in his commentary to the tablets of Epidaurus (Die Wunder-
heilungen v. Epidaurus, . ¢.) expressly mentions that the diseases cured by the god
are those which are not or cannot be cured by human physicians. Later, when the
chronic discases are also treated by physicians, the religious incubations are more
restricted to the revelation of remedies, and the type of illnesses dealt with in the
temples changes (Weinreich, 1. c., pp. 113 sq.). Still, the god performs miracles as in
the case described by Rufus, cf. n. 126, above, and in this sense religious medicine
of course could never be replaced by human medicine. For, as Rufus says: “If some-
body were so good a physician that he could provoke fever (as the god can), there
would be no need for any other procedure of healing.”
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