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NATURE OF THE ROMAN FAMILY 99

qualification—one feature of the Roman family is anomalous in b L o
relation to what we think of as the standard ‘nuclear family’; ;] J 4 ¢ : k’ T A
the authority of the head of family over his descendants lasted ; o

not merely until they grew up and married and formed their own “ e St //“, / ”
conjugal groups but (unless deliberately broken by certain legal - %
procedures) until the day he died. This very odd lifelong familial . (L gvy .

authority is usually supposed to be a survival from a time when .

the Romans lived in ‘extended’ families.> However that may be, lom it ) ? 7 2

its continued existence in an age when people certainly did not
live in ‘extended’ families was responsible for some curious
features of Roman family law.

With the one further proviso that Roman law did not interfere
with the internal structure of the peregrine family, and that what :
follc ws is ahov . the families of Rem~n citizens, we can examine
Roman family law more closely.

The family begins with marriage,? to understand which it is
important (but not casy) for the reader to make a clean break with =
all the Christian notions of marriage. To the Romans marriage ey
was an honourable estate, for the purpose of concordant life
together and the begetting of children;# many a tomb inscription
testifies to a bene concordans matrimonium. But it was not sacra-
mental, not ‘holy’ matrimony; it was not thought to be main-
tained or sanctioned by anything beyond the will of those who
were parties to it—or their heads of families. The opposite of
iustae nuptiae was not ‘living in sin’.

The status requirement of iustae nuptiae, conubium, has been
explained in Chapter IL. There were certain other requirements.
First, there existed certain statutory bars to marriage between
people who would not otherwise have lacked conubium. (a) By an
Augustan statute, senators and their sons could not have iustae
nuptiae with freedwomen or other women of undignified con-
dition; Paulus quotes "2 section of the statute,5 mentioning
specifically freedwomen and actresses (which included prostitutes)
and showing that the law applied vice versa to women of sena-
torial rank and men of low condition. () Ordinary soldiers could
not, until the time of Septimius Severus, marry during their
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