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CONCUBINAGE; MANVS 103

Rome’. There would be betrothal,?7 with its family pacts and
property bargainings:28

‘Taking a wife, ch, Postumus? There you are, in this generation,
_ preparing pacts and agreements and betrothal ceremonies and
getting a master-barber’s haircut.’

- There would be the actual marriage ceremony itself, of great
elaboration. Above all there would be the evidence of dowry, to
which we shall come.

But first it must be explained that in the time of the Republic
there were two kinds of marriage (or rather two sets of effects of
marriage), a.cc.ding to what the pa ties decided. In on:. (doubt-
less the earlier and original) form the woman passed into the
manus, the hand, of her husband; which is to say that she left the
agnatic family of her birth entirely and became part of that of her
husband just as if she had been adopted. Whatever property she
took with her (for she might own property if she was already
sui furis, not in the power of a paterfamilias) belonged henceforth
to her husband or his paterfamilias. In the second form of marriage
the woman did not pass into her husband’s manus or his agnatic
family. She stayed entirely in her own (though of course she and
her husband formed a new matrimonial home), was not agnatic-
ally related to her husband or children, and continued to be in the
power of her own paterfamilias, or, if none existed, remained
legally independent, sui iuris, and in ownership of her own
property. This second, non-manus form of marriage gradually
prevailed over the former kind. We do not know how com-
pletely it had prevailed by Cicero’s day; there were certainly
still manus-marriages, referred to casually and not as freaks.2o
But within our period it became to all intents and purposes the
only form of marriage; for simplicity’s sake, therefore, in all that
follows marriage will mean marriage without manus.

It is not possible to evaluate satisfactorily in general terms the
much-asserted (or unphed) independence of Roman women in the
late Republic. The pieces of evidence that can be adduced point in

different directions, or not unequivocally in any direction, and

one must beware of generalizing from the notorious political
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