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24 GEORGE ROSEN

What national power required, as the rulers and their advisers saw Within |
it, was first of all a large population; second, that population should be cept in re
provided for in a material sense; and thirdly, that it should be under the Greek pol
control of government so that it could be turned to whatever use public police (P
policy required. While mercantilist doctrine in its application received sixteenth ¢
varying emphasis at different times and in various places, it was recognized runfiers ol
everywhere in sonie degree that effective use of population within a coun- these was |
try required attention to problems of health. of the Elet

and obser:
iy “ Christiar

The framework for the development of German thought and action on begins wit
the social relations of health was provided by cameralisin, the German It is ‘atmd
variety of mercantilism. The term cameralism has two connotations. On (Obrigkeit) |
the one hand, it designates the ideas that appeared to explain, justify, First, in tir
and guide the centralizing tendencies and practices in administration and tion of t_}‘ei

$ . . . maintaining
economic policy of the absolute monarchy in the German states during
the later seveuteenth and eighteenth centuries. On the other hand, it In Osse
refers to the various attempts of the same period to work out in terms Covernmel
of emerging contemporary political and social science a systematic account with this
of the functioning of the various administrative services as a basis for the and diffus
training of public officials. contsel, w

Historically, cameralism was part of the process of legal and adminis- Everythit‘i
trative consolidation in the growth of thie modern state. Proceeding tion if otie
from the household of the sovereign as a point of crystallization, the under oblig:
modern state in its evolution advanced from a loose federation of prov- maintain the
inces united by the person of a monarch to actual territorial amalgamation ple (das Va
by means of institutional unification and administrative centralization. ?\';::n:) tﬁzof
The task of cameralism as a discipline was to supply the positive content the darkriess
for the occasions of state action, and to systematize the growing nuniber useful to the
of state functions. This development is characterized by the establish-
ment, in 1727, by Friedrich Wilhelm I of the first two professorships for
the teaching of cameralism, one at Frankfurt a. d. Oder, the other at
Halle."* Indeed, the entire process is not unlike that which in our own
time led to the appearance of schools of business and business adminis-
tration following upon the rapid expansion of industry in the later nine-
teenth century, which centered attention on the organizational and  Ihid. pp.;
directive features of business. 14 Cited byl

This stater:
of cameral
Another
later in a
of law até

§  Ibid., pp:
2 Albion W. Small: The Cameralists. The Pioncers of German Social Polity, Chi- : 1 See Rﬁ
cago, University of Chicago Press, 1909, pp. 207:210, 222. Entstehung
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