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18 A HISTORY OF ENGLISH PUBLIC HEALTH

found to be established by a consideration of the evidence contained
in the first two volumes are as follows -

“That the various forms of epidemic, endemic and other
disease caused, or aggravated, or propagated chiefly
amongst the labouring classes by atmospheric impurities
produced by decomposing animal and vegetable substances

~ by damp and filth, and close and overcrowded dwellings
prevail amongst the population in every part of the
kingdom, whether dwelling in separate houses, in rural
villages, in small towns, in the larger towns—as they have
been found to prevail in the lowest districts of the
metropolis.”

“That such disease, wherever its attacks are frequent, is
always found in connection with the physical circumstances
above specified, and that where those circumstances are
removed by drainage, proper cleansing, better ventilation
and other means of diminishing atmospheric impurity,
the frequency and intensity of such disease is abated; and
where the removal of the noxious agencies appears to be
complete, such disease almost entirely disappears.”

“ That the formation of all habits of cleanliness is obstructed by
defective supplies of water.”

“ That the annual loss of life from filth and bad ventilation is
greater than the loss from death or wounds in any wars in
which the country has been en gaged in modern times.”

“That the ravages of epidemics and other diseases do not
diminish but tend to increase the pressure of population.”

“That in the districts where the mortality is the greatest the
births are not only sufficient to replace the numbers re-
moved by death, but to add to the population.”

““ That the younger population, bred up under noxious physical
agencies, is inferior in physical organisation and general
health to a population preserved from the presence of such
agencies.”

“That these adverse circumstances tend to produce an adult
population short-lived, improvident, reckless, and in-
temperate, and with habitual avidity for sensual gratifica-
tions.”

And as regards the means by which the sanitary condition of the
labouring classes may be improved :—

“That the primary and most important measures and, at the
same time, the most practicable, and within the recognised
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