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234 Ton H.C. Van Eik

rough interpretation of the longstanding tradition (based on Gen. 4, 1), that there was no
room for marriage in Paradise. He also shows his acquaintance with the other tradition
that marrngc was invented (dmevorln) outside Paradise, as a consolation for death (mopo-
y,uBer 7ol amolviioxew 12, 4), but he nowhere explicity says that it is a way, however infe-
rior, of overcoming dcath providing &0avaecia (Plato, Clement, Basil of Ancyra) or an
(image of) the resurrection (Demas and Hermogenes in APTh, Hippoly-tus on the Saddu-
cees—and perhaps the Sadducees themselves—, Sextus Julius on the levirate, John Chry-
sostom). Nor does he underscore so much as Basil and John that marriage was
necessitated by man’s mortality. On the contrary, in order to emphasize the contrast
between marriage and virginity, Gregory takes up the view of EvEg that marriage gives
nourishment to death. It should be noticed, that Gregory, like Basil of Ancyra before
him, also opposes marriage and virginity as two opposite kinds of fruitfulness: the former
being a life after the flesh bears fruit for death; and birth after the flesh contains in itself
the principle of its dissolution. But for those who have left this life after the flesh and have
the communion with the Spirit (z7c 7pbs & mvelux xowwvix), Lwh and dolapoia
take the place of mortal bodies (13, 3); they conceive the incorruptibility of the Spirit
(whv deluzpctav 7ol mveduasos) and bring forth “wisdom and righteousness, sanctification
and redemption” (r Cor. 1, 30; 14, 3) ™. Here again Gregory transposes pauline termi-
nology to characterize the contrast between marriage and virginity, and plays on the ambi-
guity of such words as life, death and corruption. But there can be no doubt that virginity
means the victory over both physical and spiritual death 7: it both cuts short the power
of Bdvarog and gives aplxpotx, the latter being characteristic for the divine (2, 1 and 5;
4, 8; 11, 5); in a certain sense, virginity deifies, the virgins are made familiar with God
by their aplxpotia (1, 20-25); true virginity and the zeal for incorruptibility (f mepl Ty
deplapoiay omoudy) both lead to the contemplation of God (11,6). Those who abandon
: marriage are, in a way, beyond time, death and corruption, and dwell in the presence of
113 God. So the virgins appear to put an end to physical death (Odvarog, but also gfopd,

| 14, 1) insofar as they do not give it nourishment by engendering children, and to possess
g incorruptibility (d¢0«psie, not &Bmvasiz) meaning nearness to God: these two effects
have to be carefully distinguished, as in Basil of Ancyra’s De Virg., albeit with at least one
notable difference: as Gregory does not speak of marriage as a way to dfevecta (= the
overcoming of physical death), he does not contrast it with virginity as the superior way
to this goal, as Basil did; as a matter of fact, he never uses the word &fevaosie, neither for
virginity nor for marriage . The reason for this is that Gregory practically ignores this
aspect of marriage, though it had received attention of many a theologian before him:
he rather follows the line of EvEg with its negative attitude towards marriage.

Can Gregory of Nyssa be seen as a representative of the platomc conceptmn of marriage
and begetting ? As we have just shown, he does not consider marriage as giving ¢0avasia;
on the other hand, he calls it a consolation for death (12, 4). The term wapapulix is also
used by Basil of Ancyra and John Chrysostom (who speak in this context of &Bavaoia
or dvdotaotc); but it is hardly possible to see in this statement more than a very far echo
3 of Plato’s Symp. and Nom .

R

75- The adjective dfdwxras is used only twice in the
context of (the fruits of) virginity, in 13, 2 and 3.
76. Cf. AUBINEAU, o.c. p. 139 : the idea is ** d'inspiration

#%3. Marriage and virginity and their respective offspring
are opposed as odpf and mvelux; Gregory refers to such
a basic text as John 3, 6,—another text that originally

concerned the transition from unbelief to faith (from
death to life, erc.), and is here applied on the opposition
of marriage and virginity.

74. See AUBINEAU’s notes, p. 428, n. 2-3, p. 433, n. 6.

platonicienne '; in n. 4 on p. 421, however, he sees a
much closer parallel in Greg. Naz. In laudem virg. 124
(PG 37, 531): xal ydirog, &vdpopéng yeveiic poass, ihxap 6AE0pou.
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