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20-ALUGUSTUS TO CONSTANTINE

empire generally. ‘The prophet Hermas and the bishop Callistus had once
been slaves; Hippolytus looked down on the bishop.*' According to Athen-
agoras, Christians owned slaves, “some more, some fewer,” and none brought
accusations against their masters.® On the other hand, at Lyons about 177
some slaves did make such accusations,™ and Tertullian called the slaves of
Christians their enemices “from their very nature,”™

The emancipation of slaves is recommended in later church orders,* but
only in regard to those enslaved in times of persecution. The idea that slavery
i5 immoral beeause all men are equal before God is expressed only in the
Gnaostic Acts of Thomas™®

X-ATTITUDES TOWARD SEXUAL MATTERS

As regards marriage and the family, it is obvious that the guidclines set forth
in the New Testament are primarily expressed from the huband’s standpoint.
The Matthacan statements about divorce are concerned with the hushand
first and with the wife and her adultery only second (Matt. 5:31—32: 19:3-9),
even though in Mark 10:11-12 divorce and remarriage are forbidden for
both husband and wife. In 1 Corinthians 7:2—16 (cf. 32-34) Paul expresses 1
an ethic of mutual obligation, but from a later passage (1 Cor. 11:3-12) it

is clear that he envisages the husband as set in charge of the wife (cf. 14:34—
35). Other New Testament passages make it plain that the wife is to obey
her husband; it is he who loves her.%

The same attitude is expressed by Ignatius. Christian women are to “love
the Lord and be content with their husbands in flésh and spirit,” while their
husbands are “to love their wives as the Lord loved the chureh.” Ignatius
is the first Christian writer to require that marriages take place “with the
consent of the bishop” so that they fay be related to the Lord and not o

lust.t® 58

Following Jewish precedent, severa] New Testament writers militantly con- ‘
demn both adultery (with a married person) and fornication (with an un- f
married person). as well as homosexyal acts of any sort%9 Sexual intercourse =

as such is not condemned, however, and indeed the apostle Paul can speak

§1 Ref. 9, 12; 1. 5

9 Leg. 35, 1. f
48 Eusebius, H. E. 5, 1, 14. 3
# Apol. 7, 3.
5% Const. Apost. 4. 9, 2. ‘
%6 dcta Thomnae 82-83 (pp. 198-99 Bognet), Cf. the canon of Elvira noted below, I

gl

277.

87 Col. 3:18; Eph. §5:22; 1 Pet. 3:1.

43 Polyc, 5, I-2.

S E.g., 1 Cor. 5:1-13, 6:9-20; Matt, 15:19=Mark 7:22; Rom. 1:26-27.
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