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b e . CHAPTER IV
TRANSLATION OF DE PROBATIONE SPIRITUUM:

i Reﬁgegz'm: St. John, the disciple whom Jesus loved,
Ea AN commands: “Test the spirits to sce whether they are of
J* ! God (1 John 4:1). Nor was he unaware of the exhortation -

of his fellow apostle (St. Paul), who said: Satan himself
disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14) so
i that he is able to carry out his diabolical schemes at mid-
P - day while being temporarily permitted to conceal the dark-
ness of error as he pretends to bear the bright light of
t-ruth. This deception was disclosed hefore the very eyes
of St. Martin. Many others also perceived this deception,
although not with their bodily eyes. St. Bernard relates
that Satan conceals mortal sin which he inspires and tempts
_ one to commit under the appearance of doing ‘something

i great and lofty.

L 2 II Reflection: The gift of discerning spirits to see
_ Opera Omnia Joannis Gersonii (ed, Ellies du Pin, Antwerp 1706)
1, 43-59, Translator’s note: This treatise was written by Gerson in
1415 while the Council of Constance was in session. In it he formu-
lates some norms by which the visions and revelations of Bridaet of
Sweden eould be evaluated in view of her canonization process which
4 was then under consideration by the Couneil.

Under twelve headings or reflections ( nsiderationes), Gerson sets
forth his norms for the festing or d rmment of spirits. Arabic
“f  numbers designate corresponding paragraphs of the text and com-
PSR etat e TAttar following the translated text in this chapter.

As previously noted, Gerson draws copiously upon the writings of i

* the Desert Fathers, the Fathers of the Church, especially St. Au-

- gustine, St. Bernard, the Latin poets, ete., to illustrate his points
o e ~or to lend authority te his opinions. Since these references are well
{~ lknown to theologians, or are not of much importance, it was not
considered necessary fo document all of them. Rather, atention is

mainly directed to and coneentrated on Gerso octrine. B

Our research has not disclosed an English translation of this work
of Gerson, and ﬁhemfore,,_-ourg would seem to be the first such trans-
 lation to be published. e
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