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Translation of De Probatione Spirituum 27

unprobable when apphed to 8 paltwular case. For this.
tle Paul calls the d1scernment of spmts 'I‘hrough this glft
the mind becomes so conditioned that it not only knows
! haw to test spirits to see if they are of God in its own case,
! but‘ algo the spivits that are in others, or are mﬂuencmg
them. This is the third method for testing spirits, and it
differs fmm those that have been previously discussed.
The first method is academie, the: second is empirical; but
i ~ the third method, conferred through an ecclesiastical office
by means of speecial interior grace, is official.

l 6 Moreover, just as no one can recognize that which is of
i the spirit unless he be of the spirit, so also no one can know
: wwith infallible certainty that which takes place in the soul
2 of another unless it be through knowledge gained by per-
] sonal experience, or by means of an inner feeling and in-

sight. Therefore, just as no one can easily give a general
} morm which infallibly thstlngmshes between a vision which
‘? takes place when awake and that which takes place when
i

asleep (because of the various similarities in these two
kinds of visions), so it is all the more difficult in this case
of attempting to distinguish spirits.

! 7 Nevertheless, a man who is awake knows certainly and
! petsonally that he himself sees, although he is not unaware
% that he has had visions in his sleep which clearly resemble
f these which he had when he was awake; so much so that
H=  sometimes he seems to be telling his own dreams while
{ ! ' dreaming. However, Sencca says that this is an indication
)
i
|
3

of one’s being awalke when he tells his dreams. Similarly,

a spiritual man, havmg been made aware of the true di-

vine light, remgmzes that he truly iee.ls, perceives, and ex-

A periences divine things which he sees. Why? Because he
is awake,

3 8 Yet, one can recall from one’s own recollections, or from

e those of others, that sometimes while dreaming about some-

r JHER thing natural or diabolic and being unconscious of divine

i things, one nnagmes being 'ggmscious of divine things, and
3 fie
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