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Translation of De Probatione Spirituum 29

by sxlenee, or by reticence, by which the matter is held in

abeyance. Certainly to try to discover some middle course
between these two extremes is well worth while, and I do

not think that such a course has been sufficiently investi-
gated.
15 VI Réﬂectwn' ‘No one is capable of discerning spirits

merely through skill and learning based on a knowledge

of Holy Secripture alone (a point to whleh 1 shall, hence-
forth, devote all my attention), unless such a one has per-
sonally experienced in himself the various struggles of the
emotions of the soul; unless he has flown to the heights
of heaven, then has fallen'to the bottom of the abyss and
‘has there seen in the depths the marvels of God
those who have traveled over this mystical sea of heter—
‘ogeneous affections (which seem like waves c@llrdmg
against one anathel) can diseuss its marvels. What do
they kno - of such things who have never experienced them?
This is the fourth way of testing spirits.

15 Moreover, T think that the difference between the peo-
ple whom we are discussing—one a theologian, the other
a contempiat've—resembl s that which exists between a
man whe has merely &tudled abaut medlcme, a.nd ene who

Would doubt that these two quahﬁcatmns could exrst in the

same person. Thus it can and does happen, the Lord being

iful, that the same. persgm can be well mstrueted m

of contempla.tmn B:scernment of’ spir its. reqmres sueh a
person as we pombed out when ‘a sermon was preached
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