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36 Gerson’s Concept of Discretio Spirituum : G

@ sinful man, O Lord (Luke 5:8) : adding, “For I am vile
and am unworthy of heavenly visions which 1 do not desire
nor accept, but repel. Let the sight of You, my whole re-
ward, be in heaven, O Lord God, not in this world. That
will be enough. What ave Your visions to me in this life?
What about the warnings of my elders? Rather, I be-
seech You, send the visions to somecne else, and allow my _
spirit to conceal me in a lowly and hidden place.” : o

47 Another caution about accepting or rejecting visions

- can be added over and above to what has just been said,

such as that concerning dreams by a particular person who s .
said that if good advice seems to have been given in dreams, . g
either by a deceased person or in some other way, let it it

not be rejected completely as a mere dream nor accepted

entirely as genuine and supernatural. Rather, such signs
are to be regarded as reminders to perform some good
work or to avoid evil, according to the nature of ‘the dream. i i
48 XI Reflection: Discernment of spirits ascertains the gt
kind and manner of life led by the person who claims to N
have visions: whether this be a hidden or public life; Bl
whether it be an active or a contemplative life; whether
lived in extreme detachment as manifested in dress and
in other matters, or if it be lived in common with others, ]
adjusted to their manner of living, :
49 It the visionary is a woman, it is especially necessary
fto learn how she acts toward her confessors or instructors.
Is she prone to continual conversations, either under the
pretext of frequent confession or in relating lengthy ac-
_counts of her visions, or by any other kind of discussion ?

Believe those who are experienced, ‘especially St. Augus- Sk

tine and St. Bonaventure. There is scarcely any plague. b8

that is more harm able th AP
Also, you must realize that a woman has something ST
: an unhealthy curiosity which leads to gazing about

and talking (not to mention touching), which happened, ey
according to Virgil, to Dido, “His words and looks eling s 1A
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