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Transiation of De Probatione Spirituum 37

fast within her bosom and the pang thhholds calm rvest
from her limbs.”

51 Moreover, the abiding peace of God is in quiet. Conse-

quently no one will be surprised if such people, having em-

braced false teachlngs. turn aside from truth. All the more

is it true if these women, itching Wlth euriosity, are the

-~ kind wh‘mn the Apostle deseribes: Silly women who are
sin-laden and led away by various lusts: ever learning yet

never attaining Jcnowtedge of the truth (2 Tim. 3:7). For
where truth is absent, it follows that vanity and deception
are present.

52  XII Reflection: In the d:scernment of spirits the place

from which a spirit comes and where it goes must be in-

_vestighted St. Bernard says that he never had the gift

of discerning this in himself. Nevertheless, he humbly as-
serts that he experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit
several times by means of an interior movement, either of
his heart or of his mind. Therefore, one wonders how a
person of a lower degree of sanctity can say that he often
knows whence a spirit comes, especially sinee Christ said
to Nicodemus: The wind blows where it will, and thou
hearest its sound but does not know where il comes from
norawhere it goes (John 3: 8).

53 Then, what ahout thls—that m the daﬂ:’emnt spmts

' compietely be-

 tween | thar thoughts and aﬁeefgons of their own rational
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