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George Stillman Hillard (September 22, 1808 - January 21, 1879) was an
American lawyer and author. Besides developing his Boston legal practice
(with Charles Sumner as a partner), he served in the Massachusetts
legislature, edited several Boston journals, and wrote on literature, politics
and travel.

No signs of direct contact as meeting, talks, letters.

Hillard was a Democrat who opposed slavery and supported the Union during
the American Civil War. He was a member of the Massachusetts legislature:
the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1836, and the Massachusetts
Senate in 1850.

There he was conspicuous as an orator, and his policies were praised by
Daniel Webster. Hillard was a member of the Boston Common Council and
served as its president in from July 1, 1846, through July 1, 1847. He was a
member of the Massachusetts constitutional convention of 1853, city solicitor
for Boston from 1854 until 1856, and in 1866-70 was United States district
attorney for Massachusetts.

Hillard devoted a large portion of his time to literature. With George Ripley,
he edited the Christian Register, a Unitarian weekly, beginning in 1833; in
1834, in association with Sumner, he became editor of The American

Jurist (1829-1843), a legal journal to which Sumner, Simon

Greenleaf and Theron Metcalf contributed; and from 1856 to 1861 he was an
associate editor of the Boston Courier.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George Stillman Hillard
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vili TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

formanee femarkable for the knowledge which it
evinces of our own history, for its great political
wisdom, its elevated moral tone, and its just dis-
crimination in regard to the character of Wash-
ington.  Every American citizen must be highly
gratified to find his own veneration for the name
of Washington confirmed by this unbi« ed tnb-
ute from n forgigner so distinguished in liternture
and politics, as M. Guizot. Nothing has ever
been written concerning him in Europe, so ac-
curate, so just, and so profound as this ; and it
will serve to justify and strengthen that adinira-
tion, which has been sceorded to him in foreign
countries, hardly less than o lis own.

Bostox, June, 18540,
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il ADVERTISEMENT.

The Congress of the United States has recent-
ly purchased these precious papers, and caused
them to be deposited in the national archives.
An able editor, Mr. Sparks, already well known
by his important historical labors, and especially
by editing the * Diplomatic Correspondence of
the United Bta + during the War of Indopen-
dence,” (printed st Boston in twelve ociave
volumes,) has examined thee papers and made
selections and extracts from them.  The family
of Washington, his surviving friends, and various
intelligent and distinguished persons favored his
efforts in executing this patriotic task. Mr.
Sparks has not remained content with'th  collee-
tion of materials, already so smple. which was
in his possession ; be travelled over Ameri-
ca and Europe, and the public and private col-
lections of France and Englind were liberally
opened to him. He hos sought out, and brought
together from all quarters, the documents neces-
sary to lustrote and complete this  uthentie
biography of a great man, which is the history
of the infant years of a great people ; aud a work
in twelve large octavo volumes, adorned with
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ADVERTISEMENT, xiii

poriruits, -plntﬂs, and fac-similes, under the rtitle
of “ The Writings of George Washington," has
been the result of this labor, whicl: bas been
performed in all its parts with scropulous fidelity,
putriatism, and o love of the subject.

The work is divided into several parts.

The First Volume contains a Life of Washing-
ton, written by Mr. Sparks.

The Second Volume, entitled Part First, con-
tnins the Official and Private Letiors of Washing-
ton, prior to the American Hevolation, (from the
Oth of March, 1754, to the 31st of May, 1775.)
The official letters relate to the war of 1754 -

7568, between France and England, for the pos-
session of the territories lymg west of the English
colouies.

Thae Third, Fourth, Filth, Sizth, Seventh, and
Eighth Volumes (being the Second Part) eom-
prise the Correspondence and the various papers
relating to the American Revolotion and the
War of Independence, (from the 16th of June,
1775, to the 23d of December, 1783.)

The Ninth Volmne (being the Third Part) is
composed of the DPrivaté Letters written by
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xvi ADVERTISEMENT.

tion of the government of the United States, —
views full of valuable instruction ;3 Thirdly, those
which exhibit in the clearest light the character,
the turn of mind, and the manners of the great
man ftom whom they proceeded.

1n order to aceomplish fully the honorable task
which ho undertook, M. Guizot was desirous of
presenting Lis own views of the character of
Washington, and of his influence in the rev-
olution which founded the United States of
America ; and these are comtained in the lntro-
duction, which is prefixed to our edition.

We have spared no pains to make its ex-
ternul appearance worthy of the intribsic vulue
of its contents. We are indebted to the kind-
pess of General Cass, the numster of the United
States in France, for most useful assistance and
information ; and he hos afforded them with a
kindoess, ut once so enlightened and so: gener-
ous, that we feel it our duty to make a public
acknowledgment of our obligations to him.
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2 CHARACTER AND INFLUENCE

which deserved success, it was that of the
English colonies in their struggle to he-
come the United States of America. In
their case, open insurrection had been pre-
ceded by resistance. This resistance was
founded uvpon historical right and upon
facts, upon natural right and upon opinions.

It is the honorable distinction of Lng-
land to have given to her colonies, in their
infancy, the seminal principle of their lib-

* erty. Almost all of them, either at the

time of their being planted or shortly af-
ter, received charters which conferred up-
on the colonists the rights of the mother

country. And these charters were not a

mere deceptive form, a dead letter, for they
either established or recognised those pow-
erful institutions, which impelled the col-
onists to defend their liberties and to con-
trol power by dividing it; such as the
laying of taxes by vote, the election of
the principal public bodies, tnal by jury,
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