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$& TotheRight Hon
Lady Mary, Countefle of
PEMBROOKE

O E heere the worke the whichfhe did impofe,
Who only doth predominate my Mufe:
The ftarre of wonder,which my labors chofe
Toguide their wazin all the courfe I vfe.
She,whofe cleere brightnefie dothalone infufe
Strength to my thoughts,and makes me what [ amy
Call’f vp my {pirits from outtheir low repofe,
To fing offtate,and tragick notes toframe.

I, who (contented with an humble fong,)

Made mufique to my felfe that pleas’d mebeft,

And onely told of DEr1a,and her wrong,

And prais'd her eies,and plaind mine own vareft:

(A text from whence my Mufe had not degreft)

Madam,had not thy well grac’d ednthony,

(who all alone,hauing remained long,)

Requir'd his Cleopatras company. :
Az Whe
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hier issu

To the Counteffé

Who iffhe heere doe foappearein ad,

That forhis Queen and Loue hefcarce willknow her,
Finding how much fhe ofher felfe hath lacke,
Andmiftthatglory whereinI{hould thew her,

In maieftic debas'd,in courage lower;

Yetlichtning thouby thy fweetfauoring eies

My darke defe&s,whichfromher {pirit detrat,

He yermay gefle it’s fhe;whichwill fufhfe,

Andlhereafter in anotherkinde,

More fitting to the nature of my vaine,

May (peraduenture) better pleafe thy minde,
And higher notes in fwectermufique ftraine:
Secingthatthou fo-gracioufly dooft daine,
Tocountenancemy fong and cherithmee,. -
Imuflt (o.worke pofterity ma{ﬁndc- DY
How muchl did contend tohonor thee:

Now when {o many pens(hke Speares) are charg'd,
To chafe away this tyrant of the North:

Groffz Barbarifm;whofe powre grown far inlarg’d,
Waslately by thy valiantbrothers worth |
Firlt found,encountred,and proucked forth: -
Whofe onfet made the reftaudacious,

Whercby theylikewife haue fo well difcharg’d

Vpon that hideous bealtincroching thus. s
O - | And
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of Pembrooke.

And now muft I wich that poore ftrength I haue,
Refift fofoule a foe inwhatImay:

And arme againft oblivion and the graue,
Thatelfein darkneffecarriesallaway,

And makesofall our honoursbut apray.
Sothatifby my pen procure [ fhall

Butto defend me,and my name to faue,
Thenthough Idie, Icannotyer dieall;

But {till the better part ofme willliue,
Deckeand adorned with thy facred name,
Althoughthy felfe doft farre more glorie giue
Vntothy felfe,then I can by the fame:.

Whodoft withthine own hand a Bulwark frame:
Againft thefe monfters,(enemies ofhonour),
Which euer-morefhall fo defend thy Fame,
That Time nor they,fhallneucr pray vpon her..

Thofe Hymnes thatthou dooft confecrate to heauen;.
Which 7/raels Singer to his God did frame 3.
Vnto thy voyce eternitie hath giuen;
And makes thee deere tohim fromwhence they.came.
Inthem muftreft thy euerreucrentname,
Solong as Sysns Godremaineth honoured;
And till confufion hath all zeale be-reauen,
And murthered Faithjand Temples ruined..
- Az By
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By this (great Ladic,)thou muft then be knowne, -
When Iilron lies low leuell'd with the ground :
And this is that which thoumaift call thine owne,
Which facrilegious time can not confound;
Heere thou furuiu'ft chy felfe,bere thouart found
Of late fucceeding ages,frefhinfame:
This monument cannotbe ouer-throwne,
Where, in eternall Brafle remaines thy Name.

O that the Ocean did not bound ourftile 3
VVithin thefe fri& and narrow limits fo:

Butthatthe melodic of our fweetelle,

Might now be heard to T'yber,sArne,and Po:

That th?/ might know how far T hames doth out-go
The Mufique of declined Ttalie:

And liftning to our fongs another while,

Mightlearne of thee their netes to purific.

O why may not fome after-comming hand,
Vnlocke thefe limits,open our confines:
And breake afunder this imprifoning band,
Tinlarge our{pirits,and publith our defeignes;
Planting ourrofes on the edpenines ?
And teach to Rbene, to Loyre,and Rhodanws,
Our accents,and the wonders of our Land,
That they might all admire and honour vs.
Whereby

¥
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of T:mér;&.

Whereby great Sydney and our Spencer mighe,
With thofe Po-fingers being equalled,
Enchaunt the world with fucha fweet delight,
Thattheir eternall fongs(for cuer read,)

May {hew whatgreat Elizas raigne hathbred.
VVhat Mufique inthe kingdome of her peace
Hath now beene made to her,and by her migh,
VVhereby her glorious fame fhall neuer ceafe,

Butifthat fortune dothdenie vs this,

Then Neptune,locke vp with thy Oceankey
This treafure to our felues,and let them mifle
Offofweetritches:asvnworthiethey

Tortafte the greatdelights that we intoy.

And letourharmonie (o pleafing growne,.
Content our felues,whofe errour euer s,
Strange notesto like,and difefteeme ourowne.

But,whither do my vowes tranfport me now,
VVithout the compafle of my courfe iniomnd ¢
Alas,what honour can avoyce folow

As this of mine,cxpe&thereby to find ?-

But,( Madam,)this doth animate my mind,

That fauoured by the worthies of our Land,

My lines are lik’d ; the which may make me grow,
Intimeto take a greater taske in hand.

>
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