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HONOVRABLE THE

Ladv EL1ZABETH CA!.I E
Vilcountefle FAVVX LANG.

=3 Any opprobies and aﬁwﬁ—
VAR ons haue not long _ﬁ' nce been
caft upon “Playes in gene- -
ralls and it Were requifite -
and expedient that they were vipdi-
cated from them; But I r:fma ‘that
saske to tho[e whofe leafure i greaters
and Learning more tranfcendent. Yet
Sfor my part I cannot perceiue Sherein
shey fbould appeare fo ~vile and abo- -
minable | tbat tb.gy fbould bee (o ve-
hmm[y inveighed against ; Is it
A 3 becanfe.
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TuE EPISTLE
Saciaufe they are Playes 2 The name i

fm offends them, where-

if they were fyled Workes | they
inight baue their Approbasion m}ﬁ I
hope that Fhawe now [omewhat pacified
that precife Seéts by reducing allour
Auhors [everall Playes into one Vo-
Iume, and [0 [}iled them The Works

- of Mf [oaN MARSTON ; ‘Wwho was

not inferiour unto any inthis M of
Writingsin thofe dayes when tbaféw

penned s and I am perfwaded:fﬂ
- unto the beft “Poets of our times. If

the lines bee not anfwerable to my En-
comiumof him yet herein beare With
bim » becaufe they were his Iuvenilia,
and youthfull Recreations; How[oever
hee is ﬁ‘ﬂ? from all obfcene [peechess
Which is the chiefe caufe thas makes

Playes to bec fo odiows unio moft men.
| Hee
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-Demtn'tQﬁ E. |
Hee abhorres [uch Writers; and their
Workes s and hath profeffed himfelfe
an enemie_to all (uch ar fFuffe their
Scenes with ribaldry » and lard their
lines with [currilous taunts and jests :
(0 that whatfoever even in the Spring
of his yeeres bee hath prefented upon
the private and publike Theater s now
in bis Awtumnes and declining age hee
néed not bee afbamed of; and were it

- not that hee is [o farre diftant from
' this place 5.hee would baue beene more
 carefull in revifing the former Impre(~ -

JSionss and more civeum[pect about this
thew I can. Inhis abfence; Noble La-

 dys I baue been imboldened io prefent

the[e Workes unto your Honours views
and the rather s becaufe your Honour
is Well acquainted with the Mufgs; In
bricfe; Fame hath given ous; that your

A 4 Honour
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.Hmaﬂr isthe Mirrqr of your fex,the
irationsmat oncly of this Iland bus |
' of all adjacent Countries and Domini-
onss Which are acquainted with your
rare Pﬂﬁﬂﬁ': and Endowments : If
your Honowr fhall wonch(afe to accept
this Worke, I with my Booke am ready
preft and bound to be

Your truly devoted, |

WiLLiAM SHEARES.
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