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TO THE

-I NOBLE and MOST

VERTUOUS LADY,
Mrs, ANNE LEEDES.

8% Ere you fee, whatdili-
3§ gence I haveufed to
¥} 2 1nvolve my felf into
5 a Lab'rinth, out of
which,my judgement is not clew
{ufhcient to condué& me. I blufh
- when I remember, how I have
betrayed mine own weaknefle to
the publike view . and like Ce-
- erps Daughter | tempted my Mi-

l A 3 NERVA

)
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- The&pifile

NERVA to mine owne ruine, for
daring to'difcover an Infant with
fuch fcfonncd feet. I have reafon
to feare, ‘that thofe knowing {pi-
rits, the right heires to all thofe
facred fountaines withinthe Di-
ocefle of the Myterd Hill ; thole
profeft Champions of Poefie,
who are (o jealous of the Mufes
Honour, will be ftri¢t in their
examinations, fevere in their cen’
fures, and where they find an in-
truder , whofe follies are ftript
thus naked as are mine, liberally
ufe that lafh which was juftly pur
into their hands. But when tﬁcy |
{hal know.I am not fo wedded to

felt-love | but thas (were I per-
mitted to caft my bean into the
Urne) I fhould bee as ready to
i - condemn
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Dedscazory.

condemne my felf, as expeét my
fentence from another . I’erhqps,
fo ingenious a confefsion might
in noble minds quite pluck put
the fting of Anger and make their
reprehenfions rather arife from .
pitty, or a Fatherly affection then
Revenge : but then I tremble to
thinke how I ftand engaged a-
mongft all that ignorant and cen-
forious Rabble, who becaufe Na-
ture (forefeeing how lavifh they
would be of that little which they
had) durft not truft them with a-
ny confiderable ftock of wit, be-
leeve they are priviledg'd to cry it
down in others ; Men, that, con-
fcious of their owne balenefle,
obftinately arme againfttruth and
knowledge , and by cuftome of
| - A4 Malice



http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1858?context=pdf
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Malice are grown fo barbarous,
as they willgvindicatc a Proftitute,

or fet a fpurious birth upon the
hightf’c point of Honour ; but
endeavour to ftab cheir forked
tongues into the bofome of the
molt chaft and noble Virgin; m
mecaning is that they will cherifh
common and fhallow fancies ;
Births fo infamous, that they can
onely {peak their Parents {fhame,
when a Legitime Poem often
falls a facrifice to the many-head-
ed and no brained Multitude.
From the rage of thefe | 1 flyto
you for Frotection, as con Fu!er.l:
(how defperately focver other-
wiic bent)) they dare not violate
lo holy a Sanétuary. Nor doe |
doubt , but you will guard

me
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me from {o treacherous and un-
juftan Enemy, as pretends to re-
rove my Fanles ; but indeed aéts
Eis own Malice, and would have
Eerﬁ:mtcd me worfe , had this
een berter. Neitheram I fo im-
pudent, as to defire you fhould,
agaiuft the equity of your own
- Confcience, %cfend a trifle, and,
approve to others what you your
felt miflike : No (Madame) I re-
queft you to be my Judge as well
as Patron ; as well to punifh
where you finde me faulty, as to
protect me Innocent ; and if af-
ter due examination had | my
whole Book fhall appeare guilty
of cheating my Readers out of {0
much time for nothing, fentence
it tothe fire; and beleeve me, 1

would
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[ The €piﬂfc.

would not bewaile mine owne
{nfferings, if condemned by fo
Legall a Procefs. But if you {hall
be pleafed to receive it into any de-
gree of Favour, I fhall be fecure,
that it is not altogether to be de-
fpifed , and in that confidence,
lare, both vindicate my felfunto
the world, and make my owne
revenge of fuch as fhall provoke
me. Your wifdome, _]ulﬁcc, and
fingular affection to the Muses,
(to wrong whom, 1 beleeve you
efteem, as well as [, afinne next
Sacriledge) may fufhiciencly war-
rant all men, that your Judgment
will be unbias’d. Therefore as
that fhall determine of me, I will
either quietly fubmit my felfe to
all cenfures, or rifeup in defence

nlf
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“Dedicator. '

of my Innocence. In the meane
time, I will not {peake one word
in mine own bc{lalfc . onely if
,  this fhall faile your expectation, |
and prove unworthy this Honour |
it is advanced to, I befeech you ex- |
ercife both ynur}]uﬂ:icc and Mer-
cy,burne it, but forgive him,who
will ever efteeme 1t his greateft
happinefle to be reckn'd amongft

‘the pumber of

e ——— o —

e e .

Your Servants,

EpMunp PRESTWICH.
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