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I now can figure tom thunghn no nobl:r{)b-
jeft of Refpedt thania clur, high and regular Intel-
leét y whofe:Eodowments may challenge a more
Pllqﬁblcand Legitimatgd lAﬁquﬂ. ition-in ﬁlﬁhpnb-
liqueaddrefies of Honouir, as may {ometime reach
to :} more r:::'ntil;o[hﬂnﬂ lﬁlzurnll'ult of ?hlﬁh
confequence, Ma judgin gaity of your
Mmdz the moft Modglnf fa eqflynl ayDc-r
figne,l have prc{hmcd( fmm the abfeurity of gany
wars) to tender this piece to your view. The ga-
wure whereof, though vlllﬁed with vulgar Oblo.
quie (thc’tmrc&umed Fury of whofe Ignorance;
hath not of late, left the moft high and Sacred My-
freries uni mpuchable ) cin gain no further accefs
on your Inclinations, than what a clear and follid

rgumcnt :mpnrtlnll?! may produce, which to un-

it will be requils

:md the Uj e of this our fubjedt now in Agitation,

In Order ta which, the Naswre thereofis ( with-
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oo nThe Epifile
oufly delineated than thé ‘nfrﬂble Philofpher hath
formed it in his ¢onvertible definition.  Poeffe is

img Pillure : A Piliure is a dumb roeffe. From
which Sence we may extral, that Poelic [l_'l:}'_i[lj_l P

Art of | . '53;
'Pny‘m t referreneeto other, or Compofiti
with circimf{tarice to their mutual communities,
either Narweal or Civil, Real io refpe of their
precedent, prefent; or future condition : or Inagi-
nary in relation to their poffibility. Intheextent
of which Expofition fome parti ‘may proba-
bly at firlt A ppearance feem Dubious, fome Erro.
nious. - -

Dubiess, As how it may fall within compals of
humane capacity : to figure to anothers fence what
falls put under the dimenfion of our own ; our Enr-
pofeisnot here to fearch into the caufes of (o high

~ ap illumination, it is fufficient proof to our Pofiti-
on,to affirm fuch an infpettion evidentin its Na-
ture, as be inftanc'd from the facred Raptures
of the }:d:iack-l’mphcu & the Gentique-Sybills,
whomthough we feem improperly to include with
the trattators of our Ssbjed, infpived by a nobler
Objelts yet in referrence to the Analogy of
form in their Difcourfes, preceding Ages have in-
differently implied the intimation of their Nature

* p.4pbes;, u00der one and the fame Denomination. *Vares, To

' which ufage we have extended this our Expofi-

tion. -

Erremiose, In that the Fancie hercin doth affome

tmﬁﬁal.iirnie, to figure forms are vifibly to

natural and to civil Rules inconfonant. As in refes-
rence tothe Firff, Satyrs, Centaures, tranfmutasion

| RN of
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of Forms and the like. In anfwer whereto although
it be not difficult to prove, that ev'n herein the 4rs
doth only Nature imitate,who oftentimes from the
fmptimjeot macter doth err from her intention in
the Form; and in her Miniftry doth frequently
producea Prndci: Yet thefeinventions may by
mean capcities be diftinguifhed, to be bur Meta-
phorstoa Moral fence. :

In relation to the Secomd, inferting things Pre-

phane0bfcene,Fabuloms and Propefieross,

Prophame, As the figurationof their Gods inveft-

ed with our humane Imperfeltions

In reply whereto we may alleadge, that in refe-
rence to the Civil frame, intended are hereby, the
Potentates ofthe an allufion may be produc'd
from Sacred proefs to ferm it warrantable. In rela-
‘tion to the natural texture,are fecretlyherein invol-
ved Moral, Phifical, or metaphifical My(teri

ics,
haps yet undifcovered, which from the vulgar Eﬂ.

fhould be conceal’d, as the Adulrerers of Phil

"*.tl.;&fiut,Tnclur'wﬁich charge wcmi‘.lghlinfcrr,
thatif the indecen’lt form hereof were figured, it
rather would imply an imperfedtion in our civil
Commerce than any Imputation to the Art, whofe
End is.only to expofe each Circumftance and acci-
dent inherent to the fubjed, in their moft proper
and effential Colours, Beauties, or Deformities.
Yer will we not fofarre infift on the ftrict Rules of
the Art, asnot to impute fuch indilcretion to the
Artifts Errour. Who may ¥ skilful, nsy whoougbt
{according to the true rules of his partern, Natore)
fo gracefully to over ﬁﬂfow the lefs decent parrs,
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The Epiftle
as might mot raife a ftrain on the molt mode(t
Chedk to view them publiquely .-~ < v o 1
Fabulowe, This fubjeét bears i{: lietle weight in an
| nbje&im,tﬁ:t it mighe rather infer the ignorance of
the I?ﬂchﬂ,ibn the Impoltury of the Antift.All
forts of Arts having fome fecret and refetvat)-
onof their myfteries, to fi heir Honourand
Advantage : Thison! alone,pretending unto
none. re-things for fuch as it delivers them,
Fained or Effential, Imaginary or Hiftoricals
t:;ﬁu : J"lll:e fome textures of the Iﬁtcr-hindﬂ:;i
; interwoven certain enlargemients a

dig ¢ (as graces but peculiar to the Art ) not
p:;aly confi(tant with the dignity, weight, ufe of
- fuch aSubjedt, requireth fimpleTruth in every cir-
cumitance, Yet ev'n herein a clear Intelligenoe will
fuddenly diftinguilh (hadows - by the pafition of
the Natural light 5 like perfect ears in Mufick ftill
tain the Grounds, Orders, Times of every note,
though the Mufitians hand, to grace his Harmeny,
caft various flourithes on the fufpended Meafures
to lend more weight unto theafagé of invention in
this rejelted Arr, we(hall not need ro inftance the
excellence of the nature chereof to Inftrutttion, to
which the choiceft of effential imilitudes canoot
exaltly reach, wantig fuch formsof circamftances
as might enlighten the intentionof the Deliverer,
reftrained and obfcured in a real Narration. It may
fuffice to filence oppofition, to alledge we find our -
‘moft authentique precepts couched in fuch forms
of texture, as Allegories or Parabless 2 winning

method to attralt the groffeft cempers, and infix in
All moft durable impreffions, e - £

T | . - "From
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freedome ofchis Lirter objetted
i{l‘uwtlwvtgu&iou of the laft (Dreplofinrom) in that
iﬂlf the.us preferibed Fanoy, having aiiu-
¥ to rove;. will fuddenly conteachextra-
agant wivured in her com mm,m&am aPro-

’g};m:h&aﬂﬂﬁaﬂbu mrly!n thenaural.
this coaj we may make reply ¢ That
o Abfurdity can be imagined fo i , which
may not meer a parralel in the occurrences of civil
A&ions. Bel, Ihat we (hould fuppafe the mofte-
vident Truth.condemned for eft:n[li:ﬁ Errour :

T hat Wifedom fhould be confuted by Ignorance :
Valour avercome

I ejetted by Hypocrilie,
bl;tifcihe Indufiry rd l’ upplanted by Sloth, the In-

riocent futfer by the Gnmln.ﬂ J ice [mothered
byiniquity, Love rewarded with Hates which
without fartherlproofro verify, | ooly,Madm,will
appeal to your own cbfervation. if ony thall aledge
fiach accidents tobe'bat the cifells of our corrupti=-

- on- 'which s&msfﬁll to fausficaur fence, r

o Iﬂ&frun theﬁm of Nero's
ki
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gnr:g not to decline the fmalleft (hadow of an ob-
[cruple; we (hall o fome example develt
rhuat&mnuf lhlrprttmdedah;tﬁ, leaving the oc-
Surterice- immaterial or void in . 33 colnequence

what ever, Canfiumane fence upén 2 more
Prepolterous tranfadtion. than 7bas the ﬂhnﬂrb ef

the ::rﬁid henid imvho height. af all bisGlory,and in the
Byé of ull the wﬂrﬂmm flcently afmr Nuptials
#iibiworler Mans 1hemaft abjeli of hie ﬂnmﬁ:r&t
Yet (utch areal precedent we lvnnu:t m:kly CO=-
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The Epifle
 Having thus bricfly ( as the capacity of our Pre-

face will give leave ) S:fﬂd]i:d of thé Nature of
our Subjedf. Order yequires that wefhould next
infilt upon the ufe Thereof : Whereon depends
the resl worth of every Picce, in Nature orin Are,
which to purfue methodically, we fhould in courfe
unfold the feveral kinds thereof, in their particu-
larss s Odes, Plegier, Epigrams, and thelike: But
fince the nature of our prefent fubi]eﬁ may include
them all, as feveral (pecics under thedr proper gen-
der, we only will adhere toagitate thereon, railing
our introdution from the firlt view of the whole
Frame, without diftinion of the Parts thereof.

If intercourfe in civill commerce may conduce
to form the Judgement, compofe the mind, or
reftify the manners (as none who hath receiv'd
immthumh can ) no form of inftiruti-

_ on reafon can reflettu more fuddenly
and more perfedtly canattain t than canthe
well compofed iluftrations of a Theater, Wherein
few hours we may take full view of fuch variety in
circumf{tance, as many Ages cannot reprefents and
from the confequence of evenes collett fuch rules,
may guide cur undertakings with fuccefle to their
peculiar Objedls. Whilft bmmmefnd Sg;&la
tors only,are to usdiftingui the {fegret fource
of each Tranfadtors purpofes, whole altions leave
fo fenfible an imprefiion of their Charaéter in our
thoughts, that feldom in our own particular com-
munity weencounter fuch an inclination, butthat
the prepof(leflion of their figare ftreight illuminates
our fences to difclofe their Trats whereby ouy
Fortunes,Lives, Liberties and Fames, are timely of-
tentimes fecur'd from fecret Trains. To
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Dedicatory.

To yeeld a true allay to the diltempers of the
Soul, no Ast can form a fairer methode , than thus
to reprefent the wilde diltrattions of her irregular
maotives, tranfported with licentious fury, to ¢xe-
cut? the giddyowill , with ??}atimht:;l :njl} i}lri&

cription, Outrage to it (¢If, with the difalters
aently enfue fo Ebhum a revolt from that in-
terrior light, (hould lend ber dignity + if the de-
ﬁll‘milyoftilc fi may reduce the minde toa
more happy and t &cguluiun of her Facul-
ties, Towhich pattern was among the Spartans
introduced a cuftom to inebriace their Slaves, lher
mighe expofe their loofe Demeanors to their chil-
drens view, that fuch a loathfome fpectacle might
i{.:::rhl a lafting Deteftation of fo bruitith a di-
per.

" Neor yet to regulate our manners can the moft
powerfull precepts form the Minde, fo willingly
fufceptible of berintended Objedt - If intimation
of the glory and fuccefle of virtue may inflame the
Soulmmhk:mﬂu; or the Infamy and pu-
nifhmeat of Vice, deterre from thamefull praétifes,
which are the principall Obje&ts, a well compiled

Piece ftill vifeth at : or, feldom= in the moft im+-
Elr‘ﬁ:lﬂ are omitted. Firlt, in regard the mindeis
no way fubordinate untoa more fupream fuf-
ficience than her own. Secondly,in that fuch forms
of Inftitution do pretend unto no fervile impofiti-
ons, the molt materiall impediments, why the au-
thentick'(t Fnidu fo feldome meer fucceflein the
Intention of their elaborate preferiptions.  Sub-
Lcﬂ: of this nature propounding noother objet,

delight, unto the Auditory, the fenfuall minde

- a- 15

hives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1869?context=pdf



http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1869?context=pdf

]

T he Epiftle
is eafily inticed to view fuch fpettacles, where Jeft
untothe freedome of her proper Inclination, fhe
infenfibly affumes a voluntary propenfion to thofe
forms are reprefented in the fairelCharalters,with
an averfion to the impeachable,

Thefe are the cflentiall’ ufes of our fubje@ s nor
yet are the Collaterall lefle ‘materiall » ‘as; The
Community of a Prince unto his people { at whofe

iar charge were formerly eretted fuch magui-

cent receipts for publique Speéracles, eicherto
ingratiate himfelf - with his fubjects in a soutuall
participation of delight,' as-an endearing enter-
tainment from himfcﬁ; or elfeto reprefent the ob-
jelt, by circumftance and iffue of fome eminent ex-
pedition, enterprife or treaty within his proper ju-
sildiftion,or with foreignSrates tranfacted by him-
{elfor fubfticutes, unto the illiterate and orebufied
multitude : who ufaally want vacancy 'or capa-
city to fe, conceive, or retain the fence thereof
under the tedious, abftrufe forms of publique ma-
niféfts : which figuredin fuch Interludes weree-
ven obvious,to their very children. A happy piece
.of policy to inform with delight the meaneft mem-~
ber of the civill frame 1n what heis concerned.
The means to our fecurity becoming oncetousa
my(terie, may juftly byus be fufpetted for difgui-
fci Furbery. f

Tothis advantage herein doth fucceed ‘the be-
neht which arifeth from the Peoples intercourfe:
with one another, not onely in the introduftion
aad purfuit of Comnierce or Affairs:: but inthe
initiation and fupport of mutuall Amities, {prang;
frequently from civill and unfought s, 2
cHerilhed with graceftill entertainments in Society,
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Dedicarory,

which here not limited to particulars, may poffi-
bly be difpenied through the cvil Bure to the
Compofure of a generall Union, ; the th and

of 1 Commonwealth. From whence alfo'en~
ues the requifite relaxation of Minde and Body,
E&leb&rdtn:d wi;_h)thc t_mm pl‘i‘l-’ﬂtﬂ n'!' pu
ique jations ) in a e divertifment
WL"hE ﬁqm:_ sefrefhe,both may with fuller vi:

¥ =

gour and Alacrity; reaffume the purfuist of theit ci-

vill Fun&ions. : _
.Noristhe Action of a Theatre lefle ufefull in the

Eﬂwﬁﬂn&ﬂf ouF, ngf.h.‘.( 3, Frequipt sﬁ,ﬂf& in
I..'ﬂﬂ'ﬂi miﬂﬂf m _IEHFI_. , . '. ¥ o in-
lnima'l‘.s: thcirvfpi:ﬁ_mdﬂ them plyant dnd ful*
_ceptible to every form; might eitherframe them
more agreeable in their fociety, or more fliccefle-
full in their private Commerces *apja.ll_'n ,tolend a
more aflured gracefull unconftriin'd Demeanour
to their perfons and i fuch Habits, to indue them
with undaunted Confidence , Facility, and readi-
nefle to communicate in difcourfe the Image of
their Thoughtstoan attentive multitude, anac-
quifition of no little moment, in publique Conful-
tations, Conferences and pleas : In managing
whereof, who hath not gained this Dexterity, fhall
finde the weightieft Reafons in his Argumentfi.
lenc'd,(motherd, o'refway'd by the lefle pentinent
clamor of an infifting Im J -
Thefe are the generall 0bjeds, which we but

curforarily have onely pointed at, omitting them
tonmplifie or illuftrate with the Honour or Ex-
ai.ﬂple? of Antiquity, in due conformity to the qua-
lity of our Introduction, and the more clear i:gpc-
aa ion -
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T he Epiftle ¢c.

ﬂ into the narure of our prefent Subje, which

ey e Morwed wiehfoch ommaltcye

v:g&y,u oy th fach if

they were but artificiall Oroaments, no proper ox

effentiall bufters. :

The particular Objelts have 2 valter in

which ( not to err from our prefciption ) wewil

toone united couplet to crown the clo-

fure of our Texture, affirming that Peefe invefleth

vertues, u?:qry ';irh Etcmiq n: Eaz:tllll: and im-
1 armony €naos w

m ﬂﬁlﬂinf Hﬂmt;;_ If this m,i?,ﬁ%

¥ Honour, Muadani, but pn to
anch bereof s my next Enmm in your
Piety attempt to reach thie larter.
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