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TO HER

GRACE

Du_tchefs
CLEAVLAND.

MAD AM,
LL Authors whatewer in their Dedications are
Poets 3 but [ am mow to Write to a Lady, whe
( s Jiands as lintle imneed of Flattery,as ber Beanty
of Art 5 otherwife, I fbow'd prove as ill a Poct
10 ber in my Dedication, asto my Reader in my Play: 1
can do your Grace no Honmonr, nor make yom more admi-
rers then you bave dru? 3 yet I cando my felf the bomonr
to let the world know, I am the greateft you have; you
will pardon me, Madam, for you know, "tis wery bard for
a new Author, and Poet too, to gowern bis Ambition ; for
Pu!.r let lbmr pafs in rba world mewver [o much, for mo-
lwgﬂ' men, but begin praife to others, which con.
rlmh: in !bmﬁfwu 5 and are like Rooks, who lend
money, but to win it back again, and [o leave them in
to "em for mothing ; they offer Lanvel and Incenfe totheir
Hero's, but wear it thewfelves, and perfume themfelves.

This is trwe, Madam, wpon the boneft word of an Autbor,
ol A 2 whe
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- The Fpiftle Dedicatory. =

who mewer yet writ D;tfipftjpl 3. yet thowgh I cannot lye
like them, L am as waikt ar they, and cannor but publickly
give yokv Grace my huwmble deknowledfments for the fi-
wonrs | Bave receiv'd from you : This, I fay,is the Poets
Gratitude, which in plsin Englifb, is only Pride and Am-
brtion 5 ancd that the world might know yowr Grace did
me the bomour tofee my Play twice together 5 yet perbaps
my Enviers of yur Fawour will fugpeft "tivas in Lent,
and thereforé-for your” Mortification’s them, ar a jea-
lons Awthor, I am concern'd not to bave your Graces Fa-
wours leffen’d, or vatber, my reputation 5 and to let them
know, you were pleas'd, after that, to command a Copy
fromme: of this Plays the way withont Beanty and Wi, to .
win & poor Poets beart. "Tis a fignyour Grace u&ﬁﬂ:&
notbing better, then obliging all the world, after the beft
and wioft proper manners  But, Madam, to be obliging 1o
that excefs as yoware, (pardon me, if I tell you, ont of my
extreaw'concern, and [ervice for your Grace) i a dange-
rows guality, and may be wery incommode 1o you ;5 for Ci- .
wility wiakes Poets as troublefom, as Charity maker Res- -
gers 5 and your Grace will be beresfier as much pefier'd
with fuch feurwy Offeringr as this, Poems, Panegyricks,
and thelike, as you are now with Petitions : And, Ma-
dam, take it from me, no man with Papers in's band, is
more dread(ul then a Poet, wo, not a Lawyer with his
Declurations 5 Towr Grace [wre did not well confider what
you did, in fending for my Flay ; you little thonght I won'd
haw: bad the confidence 1o fend you s Dedication too :
But, Madam, you find I am as wnreafonable, and have as
litile confcience, as if 1 bad driven the Poetick trade
: longer

e
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| The Eﬁﬂ‘h m; tory. :

longer them I bave, and we're confider you bad enough of
the Play 5 but (having [uffer'd now fo feverely) 1befeech
your Grace, bave & care for the future, take my Conn-
Jel, and be (if yom can poffible ) as prond, and ill-nainr'd,
a5 other people of Quality; fince your guiet is fo much con-
cern'd, and [ince you bave more resfom then anyto walne
your [elf 5 for you bave that perfeliion of Beanty (withont
thinking it fo ) which others of your Sex, bur think_they
bawe s that Generofity in your AStions, which others
yowr quality, bave only in their Promifes; that Spirit, s
Wit, and Fudgmenr, and all other qualtfications, which fir
Hero's to command, andwou'd make any bur your Grace
prowd.  Lbegin now elewated by my Subjedl, to write with
the Emotion and Fury of a Poct 5 yat the integrity of an
Hiftorian 5 and I cow'd newer be weary, nay, fure this were
‘my only way, to make my Readers never weary too, though
they were a more imp stient Generation of people then they
are. In Fine, [pesking thus of yowr Grace, 1 floud
pleafe all the world but you 5 therefore I muft once ebferve,
- obey you. againft my will, and fuay no move, then that

am,

MADAM,

Your Grace's
Moft obliged, and moft .

humble Servant, -

WILLIAM WTCHERLET.
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