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To H ER
Royal Highnels

THE

DUCHESSE.

Madam,

RS Octs, however they may be modeft o-
04 therwile, have always too good an
3 BN 5#| opinion of what they write. The
BENG8Y World when it feesthis Play Dedica-
ted to Your Royal Highnefs, will conclude, I have
more than my fhare of that Vanity. But, I hope,
the honour I have of belonging to You, will ex-
cufe my prefumption. “Tis che firft ching I have
producid in Your Service, and my Duty obliges
me to what my choice durft not elfe have afpir’d.
[ am very lenfible, Madam, how much it is be-
holding to Your Indulgence, for the fuccefsic had
in the Ading, and Your Protection will be no
lefs'forcunace to it in the Printing ; for all are (o
ambitious of making their Court to You,that none

can be fevere to what you are pleas'd to favour.
- This univerfal {ubmiffion and refpectis dueto
the greatnefs of Your Rank and Birth; but You
have other lluftrious Qualicies, which are much
more ingaging. Thole wou'd but dazle, did not
el Az thele
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1he Bpiftle Dedicatory.

thefe really charm the Eyes and Under(tandings
of all who have thie Happinefs to approach You..

Authors on thefe occafions are never wanting
to publifh: a. particular of their Patrons Vircues
and perfeGtions ; but Your Royal Highnefs's are fo e-
minently known, that-did I'follow their Exam-
ples, I fhou'd. but paint thofe wonders here, of
whigh every one already has the Idea in his mind.
Befides, I do not think it proper toaimat that in.
Profe, which is fo glorious a fubje&t for Verfe; in
which hereafter if I'fhow more zeal than skill, it
will not grieve me much, fince I lefs paffionately
defire to be efteem’d a Poet, than to be thought,

THMadam,

Your Royal Highnef's _
Moft bumble, moft a&ad'rfe#,_ '
and moft faithful Servams, -

GEurgg Etherege.

Prologue;
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