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Tomy LADY B—

Madam,

HO [ never bad the Howour to receive 8 Favonr from
you, may, ortbe kmown to you, I take the confidence of
an Author to write to you a Billiet doux Dedicatory ;
which w no mew thing, for by moft Dedications 12 ap-

pears, that Authors, thongh they praife their Patrons from top to

tee, and [ecm to turn ‘em infide ont, knmow 'ens as little, as fome-

timies thety Patrons their Beoks, the they readem ons 5 and sf the
Poetical Daubers did mot write the name of the Man or 1oman o

rop of the Picture, "twere impoffible to guefs whale it were, Bue

youy Madam, without the help of a Pect, bave made your [elf
kaown and famons in the world y amd, I-:r:.ir yow do mot want

ity are therefore moff worthy of an .EH]WE Dearcatory, And this

Play claims naturally yowr Proteilion, fince it has loff fes Repura-

tiam with the Ladies of fﬂ# lives in the Play-houfe  and ( yous
kmow) when mens endeavonrs are difcountenans'd and refus'd,

by the nice coy women of Homonr, they come to you, To yow the

Great and Noble Patrone[s of rejected and balbful men, of which
namber I profefs my [elf to ke ome, thowgh s Poct, & Dedics-

ting Peet s To you I [av, Madam, who have n':]’ifrrlf#g £

| Judgment, in what's ebfcene or moty as amy quick-fizhred cevil
Perfon of em all, and can make as much of a deuble meaning
[tyinz s the beft of "em s yer wow'd mot, w5 [ome do, make
m.nﬁr;_rfé of & Poet’s jefl, rather tham not make it bandysc by
which they flew they as little valne wit in a Play, a5 in a Liver,
previded they cam bring Pother thing absut.  Their fenfe indeed
* lics all ome way, and therefore are only for that in a Poet which
i waoving, as they [ay ; but whae do they mean by that werd
moving? welly 1 muft mor put"em to the blafb, fince I find 1 ;:.
t i:- "
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The'Epiftle

di't, In [lort, Madsm, you wou'd ot be one of thofe who ravifh
a Poct's tanocent word:, and make'ems guilty of their ovwu mangh.
timefs (os 't term'dy in [pioht of bus reethy nmay, morhiwg s
feonce from the pover of 1icir imaginations y moy ot their Huf-
bands, whons they Cuclold with themfelves, by thinkeng of other
men, and [0 make the lawful matrimonial embraces Aduitery
wroma Hushapds and pocts in thowsht and word, 1o keep their
own Reputations s but yowr Ladybip's juflice, Iknow, won'd think
a woman's Arraigning and D.mm;}f a Poet for her own obfcenity,
like her crying out a Rape, and lﬂﬁfﬂg a man for siving hen
pleafure, only that fic might be nﬁrﬁﬂ net to comfent t't 5 amd
fo te vaadicate her homonr forfeits ber modefly. Bur you, Ma-
dam, lave too much modeffy to pretend td't 5 the you have as
much to [y for yowr modefly as many 4 nicer lle for Tou meier
were [een at this Play, wo, not the firft day; and’tis no matter
nhar Peoples lives have been, they are nnqueflionably modefl wha
frequent wot this Play: Fory as Mr.Bays f[a ’]1 of bhis, that it is
the only Tonchflone of Mens wit anaUnderflanding ; mine e, it
cemsy the only Touchflone of womens FVertue and Modefly.  But
hold, that Toachftone is equivocal, and, by the firength of a La-
dy's Imapination, may become [omethiug that i not cival s bur
yonr Ladilip, 1 Lo, [eorns to mifappli a Touchffone, And, Ma-
dam, the you have not £"-‘.."H this play, I Lope (ltke other mice La-
dies) yow will the yvather vead iv 3 yer, leff the Chambernsaid or
Page [tee’d ot be trulled, and their indulgence con’d gain mo fuy-
ther admittance for it, thap to their Ladics Loblies er ontward,
Rooms, tabe it into your care and protection s for, by your recom-
mesdarion and procurementy it may have the bomour to ger into.
their Clofets : For what they remonnce in publick often entertaing
e there, with your help efpecially.  In fine, Madamy for thefe
and many other reafons, yau are rbe fitreft Patronefs or Fadee of
thic Play; for vou [bew wo partiality to this or that Author :
for from [vme many Ladics will take a broad jesft ar chearfully
s from the wateymen, and (it ar [ome downrizht filthy Plays
(a5 they call "em) gs well [atisfy'd, and s [lill, as a Poct cow'd
will "em elfewbhere r!:rrf[prr it mnft be the doubtful olfeenit
of my Plays alome they take exceptions aty becaufe st is too é;.-ﬁ

: /
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Dedicatory,

ful for "em ; and indecd moft women hate men, frr attempting
to halves on their Chaflity ; and Bandy I find, like Satyr, [lou'd
be home, mot to have it raken motice of. Bur, mow I mentiom
Satyr, [ome there are who [ay, 'Tis the Plan-dealing of the
Play, mot the obfcenity; 'tis taking off the Ladies Masks, wor
p_friag at their Pettycoatsy which offends "em: and pemerally
they are mot the handfomefl, or mofl innccent, who are the moft
anary at being difeover'd:

———Nihil eft audacius illis
Deprehenfis ; iram, atq; animos a crimine [umunt,

Pardon, Madam, the Quotation, for & Dedication can mo more
be withour ends of Latine, than Flattery ; and 'tis no marter whom
iz iswrit 10 ; for am Author can as eafily (1 hope) fuppofe Pes-
ple ro have more wnderflanding and Langusges than they have,
as well as more Vertues : "But why, the Devil’ [low'd amy of the
Sfew modefl and bandfome be alarm'd? ( for (ome theye are who
as well as any deferve thofe Artributes, yet refrain mot from [ce-
ing this Play, nor think it any addition to their Fertue to [et up
for it in a Play-houfe, leff there it [lew'd lock too much like acting.)
Eut why, 1 [ay, [lekd any at all of the traly vertwous be con-
cern’d, if thofe who are not }’{3 are diftingwilk’d from ‘em? For
by that Mask of modefly which ivomen wear promifcnonflly in pub-
lick, they are all alike, and you can no more know a kept wench
from & woman of Homour by her looks thaw by her Drefs for
thofe who are of Quility withour Homour (if amy [uch there
are) they have their Quality to fer off their falfe Aodefly, s
well as their falfe Fewels, and you mull wo move [wfpeét thewr
Countenances for coumterfeit than their Pendants, the, s the
Plain-dealer Montaigne [ays, Els eavoy leur conftiencé au Bor-
del, & teinnent leur contenance en regle : But thofe whe act as
they look, ought wot to be [camdalic’d ar the reprebenfion of
others faults, lefl they rax themfeives with ‘em, and by teo
delicate and quick an apprebenfion not only make that obfeene
which Imeant innocent, but that Satyrom all, which w.as intend-
edonlyom thofe who deferv’d ir, But, Madam, I beg your par-

2 L fuF )
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The Epiftle
donm for this digreflion, to Civil Women and Ladies of Homonr,
ﬁy;r you and I (hall mever be the bester for 'em ; for a Comie
Pocty and & Lady of yonr Profeflion, make moft of the other
fore, and the Srage and youwr Hufes, like our Plamtations, are
propaoated by the leaff wice women ; and as with the Minilers
« of Fullice, the Vices of the Aze arc our befi bufinefs. Bat, now
I mention Publick Perloasy 1 cau no longer defer doimg you the
jeflice of a Dedication, and telling you yowr own 5 whe are, of
all viblick-fuirited people, the moft necelfary, moft communica-
tive, wioft cencrous and hafpitable 5 your ﬁ#?f buas been the boufe
of the people, your [leep (110 diffuri’d for the Pablick, and when
you arefe ‘twes thar others might lye down, and youw waked thar
sthers mighe refl 3 The good sou have done is un peakable 5 How
many Young wnexperienc'd Heirs have you kepr from ra' foolifh
Marriages ? and from being jilted for their lrves by the worft
fore of Tilesy wives? How many unbewitched widowers Chil-
dreir have yow preferv’d from the Tyranny of Stepmothers?
How many old Dotards from Cackoldsge, and keeping other mens
wenches and Childven? How mamy Adwlteries and wnn tural
fins bave you prevented? in fine, yuu have beem a tonflant
feonrge to the old Lecher, 2nd often a terronr to the yowng ; you
bave made comcupifcence ity owa panifbment, and extispuiflld
Luft wirh Luft, like blowing upof Houfes to flop the fire.

Nimirum propter continentiam, incontinentia
Necelffaria cit, incendium ignibus extinguitur.,

There's Latin i yen agrin, Aadamy Iproteit to you, a1 Iam
an Author, I cannot belp it 5 nay, 1 can bardly keep my [elf from
guo'ing Ariltutle and Horace, and talkis g to yew of the Rules of
writing, (like the French Auther1,) to bew you and my Readers 1
wnderfland "em, in my Epiftie, left meither of you [bould find it ot by
the Play ; and, according to the Rules of Dedications, 'tis wo mat-
ger whether youunderfland or o, what I quote or [ay to you, of wri-
g2inyy for an Author can as eafily make any ome a Tudge or Crivict,
1 an Eziflle, a5 an Hero in bis Pliy : But, Aadam, that this may
prove to the end « true Epiftle Dedicarery, I'd have you know 'tis

nik
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Dedicatory.

wor without & defigm upen you, which is in the bebslf of the Fra-
termity of Paroaflus, 1hes Somgs awd Semmets may go af your Hon-
fesy and in your Libersies, for Guinmeys and balf Guinmeys ; and
shar wit, at leafl with you, as of old, may be the price of Beanry,
and [o you will prove a srue enconrager of Poctry, for Love isa
better belp toit tham Win: ; and Poets, like Painters, draw better
after the Life, than by Fancy ; Nay, iw juflice, Adadem, Ithink a
Poct ought vo ba &s free of yowr Howfes, as of the Play-bonfes; fince
be contributes to the [upport of both, and is w necefJary to [wch 2
you, 454 Edha'-ﬁ-i:r to the Pick-purfe, in comvemng the Cullies
at the Theatres, to be pick' dup, andcarry’d to Supper awd Bed at
yosr howfes.  And, Madam, the reafon of this motion of mine is,
becanle poor Poets cam get no favour in the Tiring Rooms, for they
are no Keepers, you know 5 and Folly and Money, the old Enemies
of wit, ave evem to0 hard for it onitsown Dumghll : «And for
other Ladies, & Poet can leagi po to the price of them . befides, bis
wity, which ought to recommend bins to “em, is ws mauch cn cbfirucli-
om 10 bis Love, as to bis wealth or preferment ; for mifl women
wow adays, apprebend wit in & Lover, a5 much asin a Hoband
they bate & Man that kmows'em, they mufl bave a blind eafic Foul,
whom they cam lead by the Nofe, and as the Scythin Women of
old, must baffle a cALam, and put omt his Eyes, eve they will iye
n-il.ﬂl.*'m5 and them too, fike Thicves, when they have plander’d
and Hript & Man, leave bim  Lut if there [bow'a be one of an
hundred of thofe Ladi 5, pemerens ewongh to pive be- [elf to a4 Man
that bas more wit thaw Money, (all thirgs confider’d) be wen'd
think it cheaper coming 1o you (or a M iflvels, thonzh you made bine

ay bis Guingey s as & tanin a Fowrney, (ont of peod busban-
dry) bad better pay for what be bas in an Iun, than lye on free-
ceft at & Gentlemans Hufe,

Infine, Masdam, like s faithful Dedicstor, Ibhope @ bave done
my [elf right imthe firik place, them you, and your Profeffion, which
in the wijeit and mofl reliviows Goverwment of the warld, i
mour'd with the publick allowance ; and in phele that are thewshe
the moft wnciviliz’d and barbarons, is pretedfed, awd [upperred iy
the Atiniflers of Tuflice s and of yow, wMadars, I onoht to 2y no
more here, for your Vertues deferve & Peem rath.r thanap Ep iz,

(F )
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The Epittle
or & Volwme intire to give the World yosr Memoirs, or Life at
large, and which (upon the word of an Author that bas a mind to
make an end of bis Dedication) 1 Lpfm:]r: to deo, whenm I write the
Annals of our Britifs Live, which [ball be Dedicated to the Ladies
concern'd, if they will not think them [omething too obfcene tos
whewn your Life, compar'd with many thas are thew bt inmocent, |
dowlit wot may windtcate you, andme, to the world, for the con.
feience I have tikew 15 this Addrefsto you ; which then may be
thought meither impertment, mor immodefl , and, whatfoever your
Amoron. misfortuncs bave been, mome can charge you with thes
heinows, and wor(l of ywomens Crimies, Hypocrificy nay, in [pipht
of misfortunes or age, you are the [ame woman fill ¢ thouph mof
Ef your Sex grow Magdalens ¢ fifey, and as a folid French cautbor
R

Apres le plaifir, vien't la peinc,
Apres la peine la vertu s

Eut [wre an old [inner’s comtinency 15 mnch ke a Gamefler's
for[wesring Play, when he has loft all his Money ; and Modefly
15 a kind of & youthful drefs, which, as it makes & young woman
wsore amiable, makes an old one more mauleons 5 a E:fﬁfuf old wo-
pan i like an &pptﬁﬁ' old man 3 awd the Jﬁl‘:’f:& C&Jﬂfﬂ of an-
siquated Beanties, 15 rather aveproach tham sn honour to’em, for
it [bews the mens Vertue only, not theire.  But yow, in fine, Ma-
dum, are wo more an Hypocrite than 1 amwhen I praile you;
therefore I doube mot n*if’ 5’: thoushet (ewen by your's and the Play's
Epemies, the wiceft Ludres) to be the firseff Patronefs for,

Afadam,

Your Ladyilip’s moft obedienr,
failhful!, humble Servant, and

The Plain-Dealer.
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