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TO HER

- Royal Highnels

DUTCHES.

Madam, .

T is not without Fear, that I approach your Throne ;
efteeming it a more difficult task, to write an Epi-
ftle Dedicatory, thanto makea Play: left, on the

one hand, I fhould fall into the Crime of Prelumpri-
on; oron the other, {lip intothat, of Flattery. Con-
fidence , if not Impudence, feems ro be inrail’d on
Poets; and Ambition, or rather greedinels, of vain Ap-

A 2 plaule,

i’
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.
plaufe, by which they would mount above others,
carries them often, beyond the Limits of all Mode-
{ty, and makes them rudely prefs, into the prefence of
Greatnels , and Majefty. On this Reck, | may now
leem to run, and to have left my felfno excufe, for
daring to fet your Great Name my Poem. Bur,
Madam, ‘tisto your Goodnels I muftfly ; and that fa-
vourable protection, which you afford chofe who want
it, muft fhield me from the envenom’d Darts, of en-
vious Detrattors. They will have Veneration for
your Name, and Rand in awe, when (halt know
you have feen, and approv’d this Play, you have
takenitinto your P:hitéﬁnn, and thar it isrlnpt mﬁ:ﬁ
our permiflion, Ioffer it to uurl:hi' l;nes; whi
Eﬂ, with all the Humilicy 1 c}:ughtm ve, and with
allthe fubmiffion, and refpec I can exprels. There
isfome neceflity for me, togainfo powerful 2 Patro-
nels, confidering the ﬁtulndgofmy Merits, and the
nicenefs of this Critical Age, in which the greateft
Wits pals not without ure, nor the moft
pieces of humane Invention, without being carp'd at.
What would have been currant Coyn, inthe Ages paft,
Will now be look’d en as debas’d Metal; and that
Wit, which isefteern’d but mean, and ordinaty now,
would have been then accounted great, and miraca-
lous. Wit is refined, and Ingcn‘-urlz made bright, not
only by the Induftry of Poets, endeavours of the
Learned, butby the example, of the Cour, and en-
couragement of Princes, who diffule it like Light to
all that know them; whom your Royal High-
nefs, asaSear of the firft itude, fhines, with the
{plen-
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Tbe Epifile Dedicarory.
ﬁnﬂmimlﬁﬂ,m& ealightens the Souls of e-
. kneed not fear 1o beaccus'd of Flawwery, fince
are a Theme toohigh, all we can fay, s fhil] be-
r:;ym, and there can be no fuch Figure as Hyper-
bole in your defcription. When 1 confider all your
excellencies, | approach you, with admiration, and
am [wallow’dup in the Sea of your perfeétions. Your
Beauty, your Extraction, your Wi, l%rmﬁq;, and
acquired parts; your Goodnefs, Piety , Wildom, and
Generofity, with all your other Virtues, and Accom-
plifhments; deferve each a particular Panegyric, and
are large Themes, on which the greateft Wits, may
exercife their Pens. Bur Madam , chele are tbings
too grear for my undertakings, and it isnow my buli-
nefls only , ro crave your acceptance of this Poem,
which may ferve for a diverfion when wearied with
more {erious Thoughts. Lhave fav'd the Perfian Prin-
cefles from the Cruelty of Roxans, but “tis you only,
thar can prote& them, from the greater Ty--
ranny of Criticks, fuch asmake it cheir buFmd's to find
faule, with what chey cannot mend who turn the great-
eft fence into Ridicule, and Burlefque even the Vertues,
and the Graces themlelves. Statira flings her felf ac che
feet of your Royal Highnefs, and hepes you willgive
her a vauurab]: Reception, fince you have extended
your Favour to Mariamne, and (hew’d a morethan ordi-
kindnefs to that Tragedy, which has hitherto pafs'd
the Name of another, whilit 1 was out of the
Land : but, Madam fince there 1s fo much Glory init, to -
have pleas’d your Highnefs,and to have given?;.l:isfn&i-
en tomany Perfons in the Royal Circle, | cannot for-
bear

chier issu d'une page EMAN : http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1899?context=pdf



http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1899?context=pdf

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
bear to own it, that yourRoyal Highnels may be the
rpu;-e eafily induc’d, to fm:m this, which, ‘tY'E’ithIfl_lf
felf, I ¢ at your Feet, ing your pardon for
the prelumption ol‘y affaming ﬂl::%uﬁ?gf P

MADAM,

Your Royal Highnefles

Moft humble moft obedient,

And molt devouted Servaat,

Samuel Pordage.

THE

chier issu d'une page EMAN : http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1899?context=pdf



http://eman-archives.org/Spectatrix/items/show/1899?context=pdf

