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T ber Grace the Dats befs of Ri'chmoﬁ_d.

M AD AM, ; '
HE Reputation that this Play received on the Stage, fome
few Errors excepted, was more than [ covid well hope
from fo Cenlorions an A.Fu, from whom I ask but o much
neceflary Praile as will lerve, once or twice a Year at

moft, to gain gheir good Company, and | juflt keep me alive, -

There is not wow that Adankind that.was then, |
2 Wien as the Sun and Adan did feem to firive
Egué::-ﬁmum of the World) wha fhowld furvive :
if a flow-pac’d Star bad floln away
From the Obferver’s marking, be might ﬁ!q '
Two or three bundred Years to fec't dgent,
And thon make up bis Obfervation plam, Dr. Do,

For "tis impoffible in our Kmited Time (and 1 bring his Opinion to
back my own, who is without cﬂmrlril'un the beft Wiiter of the Age)
to prefent our Judges a Poem halt fo {:crﬁ:& as we cou’d make ic. |

mult acknowledge, AMadam, with all humility, I ought to have taken
more time and more pains in this Tragedy, becaufe it is dedicated to
Your Grace, who being the beft Judge, (and therefore can when You

pleafe make us tremble) yet with exceeding Mercy have pardon’d
tion. My

the defeéts of Theodofius, and given it Your entire A
Genius, Madam, was Your Favourite when the Poet wasunknown, and
openly receiv’d Your Smiles before 1 had the Honour to pay Your
G!;cc the moft fubmiflive Gratitude for fo illuftrious and advantage.
ops a Proteftion. To let the World too know that You do not think
- It bencath You to be officioully Good, even from extremelft Heights
to difcern the loweft Creatures, and give them all the Noblelt lufig-
ence You can, You brought Her Royal Highnels juft atthe exigent
Time, whole fingle Prefence, on the Poet’s Day, is a Subfiftence for
fhort-livd Happinefs

him all the Year after.  Ah, Adadam, if all the '
that miferable Poets can enjoy confit in Commendation only ; nay,

the moft part are content with Pop'lar Breath, ang even for that are
thankful ;}T-Inw fhall 1 exprefs my felf to Your G who by a par-
ticular Goodnefs, and innate Sweetnefs, meerly for the fake of doing
well, have thus rais"d me above my felf. To have Your Grace’s Favour |

i, :
Is, i ord, to have the Applaufe of the whole Court, who are its
2 e ficent and eternal Praife. Something there

i uhl::tltﬂnﬁm:?t, above that we vulgarl Charming, that
$ in Your Mien fo moc we MATIINE,

to me it feems Adorable, Iﬂfﬂﬂml{ﬂ Divine, whole-
Maafion for the moft elevated

dazli d Majeftick Formisa
Soul: Aad Ist me tell the Worldy -E.ﬁ;hingwingam
i 3 Age
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ment to (hew the Greatnefs of Your Mind, and fulnefs of Perfection,
To hear You with that igfinite. Sur:u:ncﬁ and Chearfulnefs of
ﬁm'ﬂmu ral to Your Grace, is methinks to hear'our Turelsr
gels: "Tis H-mﬁln beﬁPmﬂm malicious Times, and remember
the Golden Age ‘100, is to make Prophets quite
. forget their H:mn, :mi:hud the Pnen wmh eternal Rapturt.
Here pure and eloguent -
Spoke in ber Cheeks, Mfl
That ane might Mﬁgr, ber M;tblg
Toufor whofe Body God made better Clay
Or took Souls Stuff, fuch as fhall late dec z
Or fuch as need mall change at the laft Dr. Dowr.

Ziphgres gnd Semand’a. were firlt Youor Gnl:t“': Favourites ; and’
though I ought nor, Afadam, to praife Your Wit by your Judgment of
ay Painting, yet I moft fay, Such Chiracters every Dauber cannot
draw. [t has been often oblerved againft me, That | abound in on-
govern’d Fancy ; but I hope the World will pardon the Sallies of
Youth : Age, Def] ndnnct,lnﬂ Dulnels come too faft of themlelves.
Idifcomimend no Man for keeping the beaten Road 3 but T am fare
the Noble Hunters that follow the Gamqmuﬂ leap Hed ges and Ditches
fometimes, and ron at all, or never come in to the fall of the Quarry.
My comfort is, I cannot "be f6 ridiculavs a Creature to any Maa as |
am. to my felf : for, who fhould know the Houfe fo well as the good
Man at home ? whn, when his Neighbours come, to fee him, il fets

- the beft Rooms to view jand, if he be not a wilful AG, ke‘:l:ps the Rub-
bifk and Lumber in fome dark Hole, where np i:ud:f comes but him-
felf,. to mortifie at melancholy, Hours.  Bug how then, Afadam in this
unfoitable condition, how fhall hnfwcr the infinite Hanours and Ob-

- ligations Yoor Grace has Jaid upon' me ? Your Grace, who ié the moft
beautiful Idea of Love and Glory4: who, to that Divine Compolfition, .
Baye the pobleft and heft-nator’d Wmn.:h: Weorld.  All I can pro-
miife, Madam, and'bé able to perform, js, That your Grace fhall ne-

- Vér foe a Play‘of mine that fhall ‘give offence to Modefty and Vertue;
and, whitt' 1_Fomibly offer to thnr]d. Mall be of ufe at’ leaft, and I,

Wope deferve imitation'; which is, or ought. fo Ew.* | am fure, the De-

fign of :ET' rdrc;_ and t{'_gdmﬁ ﬂﬂt d e Mndbfn:h I fhoukd

mé to promife my {clf too in things of this nature,

'E';nur Grace {in whom Eheﬂhml?:! of Beanty, Wit, and Goodnels
feem reconciPd) at a leifure Hour wnuldrmuﬂ:&;nd to corredt with .

‘!_Fql' :umé:llm }udgmm:. the Errors of,

g ek Uil MADAM, '

- 4 TR =M. i n: Graces H!ﬂ

?“"‘ - mgft ebediens ﬁm&m

NAT. LEE.
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