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Royal Highnels

DU TCH{E SS.

MLl kL

Madam,

FTER I'ga_vi:i!a great while witht to'wiite
A-' Iic'u'.n':n'_l:l:‘u':nlgl 1t might be'worchy to'lay
at your Highneffes Féer, and finding it
impoffible : Since the World Has been fo kind to
me to Judge of this. Poem to my advannsﬁc, asthe
moft pardonable fault which I have made in its
kind ; I had {inn’d againft my felf, if T had not
chofen this Opportunity to implore(what my Am-
bition is moit fond of) your Favour and Pro-
rection. TRyt ":'.I
For though Fortunc would 'nét fo ‘far
blefs my endeavours, asto éncourage them ‘with
your Royal HithEfﬁ:ﬁ prefence, when this came
mto the World : Yet, I cannpc buc declare ic
was' defign and thopes ic 'might have beénr
your - Divertfement in tﬁﬁ: happy feafon, when
ou recurn'd againto chear all chofe éyes thachad
forc wept for your Departure; 'and- enliven all
hearrdthat had droope for ‘'your Abfence : When
' A2 Wic
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Wit ought to havél payd i®Choicelt Tribures in,
and {;zhav: known no Limits, then1hop®
lltd'é Mitc would. not have -Hjﬂfbﬁ ﬁ
my ill Eorrune was teo hard for me, ﬂafa
%mtcr Honour, by your R;tyal hneffes Ab.
ence, than all the Applaufes of the World befides

can make mch;atr;uun for. R
Neverthelefi, Ithought my felf noxr qgtite un-
bappy, fo long as I had hepes this ﬁ%ﬁ:
mﬁu difappointment palt : i
confider’d alfo that Poetry might claim right to a
lictle fhare aérgnhtz&' Fal;ﬂl.lt: For i:ﬁ, and Ar;-
ofa, fomg of dis befl, have: miadd ther Namgs E-
ternal, wmﬁwmy tbccﬁff

o Aﬁmm undgr the fpreading éf ¢

fhade, where two of dhe beft have plant-
ed theis Lawrels, how Honoured fhiould |
¢, Who.am the worlt, if'bur a branclr might

awiorme = - e b 4
ﬁ arc not ﬂziﬂkbfﬂﬂ%finﬁﬂMj dhing in this

\ddrefs, that might look lik 1.Pmegcmck. for
fear lelt when ve done my beft, the World
fhould Condemn me, for faying too lirtle, "and
you your felf check me, for with a Task
e e of Vet and
or the defcription of Vertues,
qus fo rare as yoursae, to be done by A
, as skillful a d; the Featres

muft be drawn very fine, to be like,  dawb-

g would but fpoil the Picture, and make it fo

annatural, asmsult wane falle Lightsto fer it-:ﬂnj

£

.
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° The DEDICATION. =~ -
And your Vertuecan receive no more Luftre from
Praifcs, than your Beauty can be improv’d- by
Art; which as it Charms the brave(t Prince that
ever amaz'd the World with his Virtue: So let
bucall other Hearts enguire into chemfclves, and
then Judge how it ought to be prais'd.

Your Lg;v: too, as none but that great Heros
who has it could deferve it, and thercfore, by a
. particular Lot from Heav'n, wasdeftin’d to fo ex-
traordinary a bleffing,fo macchlefs for icfelfand fo
wondrous for it’s Conftancy, fhall be remembred
to your Immortal Honour, whenall other Tranf-
actions of the Ageyou livein fhall be forgotten.

But Iforget that I am to ask Pardon for the
faule I hawe been all s while Committing :
wherefore I beg your Highnefs to forgiveme thi
prefumption, and that you will be pleas'd to. think
well of one who cannot help rclj::ulvin with all
the A&ions of Life, to endeavour to deferve it:
Nay more, I would beg, and hope it may be

ranted, chat [ may through yoursnevef wantan

dvocate inhis Favour, whofe Heart, and Mind,
you have fo entire a fhare in; it 1s my only Porti--
on and myFnrtmm;Icannutbmbcmgply,fulmg
as I have but hopes 1 mayenjoy it, muft be
Miferable, fhould it ever be my ill Fatetolofeit.

This, with Eternal wifhes for your Royal High-
nefles Content; Haeﬁpmc&, Profperity, in all
Humilicy is prefented by
Tour moft obedremt and devoted Servam,

THO. OTw4Y.
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