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‘ To the Hluftrious Princefs,

MARY
NORFO LK.

TH IS Tragedy of Queen Mary, tho’ forbidden

the Stage, hasacted its Part almoft as publick
particularly, your Grace has been acquainted
with its Misfortune, having done It the Honour to per-
ule it in Sheers, and becaule vour Noble Father che Farl
of Peterborough (whole Name I fhall never mention with-
out my greatelt Zeal and Relpect) has vouchfaft me the
Charity, to protect it againft it’s Enemies, andto ftand
betwixe his Roval Highnels and them; the worlt of
which, and indeed the only Perfons in cheir Stations, to do
me fuch an Injury, Thave caufe to believe, were they chac
took the fame Courfe, and with as much Reafon, to fi-
lence the Play of the Earl of & fJex, which was the hrlt chae
- got Them and T heirs Money and Reputarion. I prefent it to
your Grace, with thofe few Alcerations which his Royal |
Highnefs, the beft of Judges, was pleas'd to mark with

" his own Hand, and 1 fhou’d not have prefum’d to put

it in Print, without following chofe moft judicious A-
mendmencs, with, which He was pleas’d ro confentto”

the A&ing of it ; ull the fame evil Spirits, by them-
felves, or others (for I have heard, it has been prom |
This Play fhou'd never be Acted, if they cou'd
. it) in contradiction to his Royal Highnefs’s Pleafure ; be-
LL’_':*”LJ ha b . | 1-_"'1: - S ';-.'1. - “:15-'-'- ¥
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canfe ic was in Favour to Me, incens’d the King
witha wrong Interpretation of the Scenes, or of the Story ;
tho’, I make no doubr, buc his moft Sacred Majelty,
by your Graces Means, when he confiders whata pene-
trating Lofsit has been to an unforrunate and faicl Itul Sub-
ject, and fhall look on ic in Princ, but he will foon per-
ceive the Loyalty of the Writing, and be of the. fame
Opinion with his Royal Brother, in permitting it to be
A&ed. And now, Madam, after I have told jtt}f own
pitiful Tale, T am afraid to approach your Grade, lealt
it fhould be thought Defignin'me, as molt Dedications
to Perfons of your high Rank are branded wich, and ghat
Flaciery is the fide-Wind or Byas that carries them, tho
. about, the fureflt Way to their Aimy; buc | am af Opin:-

on, and the Thought of it, has embolden’'d Me, that it

is Prophanencs, to think Nobilicy and Graces hke Yours,

are of that Allay, which cithetcan, or will be Hatrer'd
for who dares imagine,when lam to [peak to the Durchelt

of Norfolk (the next of Quality to the Royal F*mil',',in

the three Kingdoms). that | can fay enough of herladmircd
- Charaéter 2 You are joyn'd by Heaven, toa Prindlc,whu i5

they, true. Inhernitor of all the Virtues and Greagnels, as

well as the Blood of that Iluftrious Duke, the Hero in
~ ahe Play ; to fay more, in whole Praife, is to répeat hrs
- Charadter, thae [ have fill'd altthe Scenes withs 1 will on-
" ly add chisobfervation ; Never Man was more brave; nor
meretnfortunate, unhappy, that hé dy'd for his Loyal-
: :ﬁ,é:his_.frmch,. and fuccouring cthe diftreft, and happy

E
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heavill have the Glory af it to Ecernity ; but w com-
“pleas his/Joys, looks down fram Heaven, and fegs You in
 higPrincely Off- [prings Arms, a Reward, chat IIJ!]" can
- sexceed bus [ojuries ; E:GE om thofe chaft Embraces, Le
s.will proceed 3 Race of Succeffors, that i
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i _ The Epiftle Dedicatory. S
the nobleft and beft of Houfes flourith, whilit the Scars
fhine, or the World lafts.  You are fuch an carly Patro-
nels of Wic, that like young Alexander, you travell’d o're,

and gonguer’d all chat rare World, fooner, and ina leffer
fime, th’_a?i ochers bavelearn’d theirMother Tongue, asif

it were inlpir'd, not t’cudg-'d; and as Heaven, tho’ it be
Heaven, wou'd not be admir'd, Bor perfpicuous to Mens
Eyes, unlels the Sun were in it, to arcrack che Sighe ; fo

the Divine Power has given you lo many excellear Beau-

ties to adorn vour other Parts, thac whofoever [ees fo
glorious a Fabrick without, may be fure to find a richer
Furniture within ; You are the only Perlon too, who
having [0 large a Portion of both, yet envy not the En-
joyment of them in others,  Hal then Monarchefs of |
Wit and Beaury ! (For all that have, or pretend to either,
are your Subjects) be pleds’d to accepr of this Poem, it is
jour Tribute, and though it be mean, ’tis like the poor
{\:'mn;ns Mite, It 15 my All; and beft of Effays i chis
Kind ; yet, were it fure to lurvive as many years as FHomers
Works, your Graces Name prefixe, will be che only Soul
that’s moving in it, or canmake the Pages deachlels. |
dare fay nomore, fgefear I fhou’d commic more Faulss,
but humbly beg leaye to withdraw as Pilgrims from cheis
Shrine, to make a zealous and conftant Repetition of this
to my felf ja private, _wii mﬁ* [’%}'ﬂ_i far your eternal |
Happinefs, which (hall everbe the Theme and Wifhes of,

Madam, '

Your Graces moft Humble,
Maft Devoted, and ad
Moft Obelient Servast, -
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