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i The Lpifle Dedicatory.
bove the reft of Princes, makes the Tribute
of our Admiration and Praife, rather a choice
more immediately preventing that Duty.

The Publick Gratitude, is ever founded on
a Publick Benefit ; and what is univerfally
blefs'd, is always an urﬁvcrfall‘%leﬂ'&ig Thus

- from Your fzIf, we derive the Offerings which
we bring ; and that Incenle which arifes to
Your Name, only returns to its Original,
and but naturally requires the Parent of its
Being.

From hence it is that this Poem confticu-
ted on a Moral, whofe End is to recommend -
and to encourage Vertue, of confequence has
recourfe to Your Royal Highnefss Patron-
age ; alpiring to caft it felt beneath Your
Feer, and declining Approbation, tili Yon
fhall condeicend to own it, and vouchfafe to
thine upon it as on a Creature of - Your
Influence. il Ut 3

‘Tis from the Example of Princes, that
Vertue becomes a Falhion jin the People,
For even they who arc averfe to Infiruion,

~will yet be fond of Imitation. - B.

ut
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The-Epifle Dty

But there are Multicudes, who never can
have Means, nor Opportunities of o near
an Accefs, as to partake of rthe Dlenefic of
fuch Examples  And to thele, Tragedy,
which diftinguilhes “it {elf from the Vulgar
Poetry; by the Dignity of its Chara&ers,
may be of Ule and Information For they
who are at that diftance from Original Great-
nefs, as to be deprivd of the Happinefs of
Contemplating the PerfeQions and real Ex-
cellencies of Your Royal Highnefs's Perfon,
in Your Court ; may yet behold fome {mall
Skeeches and Imagings of the Vertues of Your
Mind, abftraéted, and reprefented in the
Theatre.

Thus Poets are inftru&ted, and inftru& ;
not alone by Precepts which perfuade, but
alfo by Examples which illuftrate.  Thus is
Delight interwoven with Inftru&ion ; when
not only Vertue is prefcrib’d, but alfo re-
prefented.

But if we are delighted with the Livelynels
of a feignd Reprefentation ot Great and
Good Perfons and their A&ions; how muft

A 2 we
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themfclves? If one or two excelling Quali-
ties, barely touch’d in the {ingle A&ion, and
fmall Corhpafs of a Play, can warm an Au-
dience, with a Concern and Regard even
for the feeming Succefs and Profperity of the
- A&or: With what Zeal muft the Hearts of
all be filld, for the continued and encreafing
Happinels of thofe, who are the true and li-
ving Inftances of Elevated and Perfifting Ver-
tue ? Even the Vicious themfelves muft have
a fecree Veneration for thofe peculiar Graces
and Endowments, which are daily fo emi-
nently confpicuous in Your Royal Highnefs ;
and though repining, feel a Pleafure which
in fpite of Envy thcy per-force approve.

If in this Piece, humbly offerd to Your
Royal Highnefs, there (hall appear the Re-
femblance of any one of thofe many Excel
lencies which You fo promifcuoufly poffefs,
to be drawn fo as to merit Your leaft Ap-
probation, i has the End and Aecomplifh-
- ment of its Defign. And however imperfc&
it
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Royal H hnefs that a"Pla; ma
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ous Pradice ateosdrle* lglodfilih Y “as to

become fometimes an innocent, and not un-

profitable Entertainment ;' it w.lﬂ abundantly
gratifie the Ambltmn and Rﬁmmpcnce tl‘lf.' '

Endeavours of,

Your R;_gydl H-f'gﬁnqﬁ’:

Moft Obedient; - and

mioft humbly Devoted Servant.. *

William Congreve.
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