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Chapter 15, 2 (1)
Advent of Wahrām

The reign of Yazdgird “the Sinner” lasted twenty years, five months and eighteen
days. When Yazdgird died, the leaders of Persia came together and said: “We do
not intend to elect as our king any of his family that would treat us the same way.”
Yazdgird had a son named Wahrām, whom they did not permit to attend at any of
their actions. He then said to some of them: “Do not elect anyone as your king
unless he has these seven qualities: that he is better than all of you for: [his] skill in
governing, in considering things, for the truth of what he says, for [his] strong
courage, for [his] eloquence, for [his] clemency in ‘administration and for [his]
knowledge of the treachery that an enemy may attempt”. They answered: “And
where would we ever find such a man?” He said to them: “Promise me, on your
honour, that if I show you, you will make him your king.” They promised him, and
having full security in their sincerity he told them: “I am the man.” And so it was
that they elected him their king.  Wahrām, son of Yazdgird, called Wahrām Gur,
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reigned over the Persians for eighteen years and eleven months. This was in the
twelfth year of the reign of Theodosius the Lesser, king of the Rūm.

Traducteur(s)Roger Pearse, avec son aimable autorisation.

Description
Analyse du passage

Les données d'Eutychios sur l'histoire de l'empire sassanide pourraient remonter au
Xwadāy-nāmag transmis par ibn al-Muqaffa‘.
Sur les  dates  de règne de Yazdgird Ier  qui  varient  selon les  sources,  voir  notice
précédente sur les Annales d'Eutychios, Chapitre 13.
Face aux réticences et à la résistance des Grands, Wahrām V dut s'imposer par la
négociation et le secours armé du roi de Hira al-Nu‘mān. Voir Christensen, A., L'Iran
sous  les  Sassanides ,  Copenhague,  1936,  19442 ;  Klíma,  O.,  «Bahrām  V
Gōr», Encyclopaedia iranica  III/5,  Costa Mesa, 1988, p.  514-522; iranicaonline.org:
bahram-05.
Eutychios est le seul historien à mentionner une guerre la 9e année de Yazdgird, i.e. en
416/417. Les Actes de Šāhbur font allusion à un tel événement situé en 417. Luther
estime que les sources accréditant ce conflit seraient crédibles et s'accorderaient avec
le contexte d'intense activité diplomatique des années suivantes 417-419, Luther, A.
«Ein, übersehener' römisch-persischer Krieg um 416/417?», Gymnasium 121, 2014, p.
183-193.  Herman,  G.,  «The  passion  of  Shabur,  martyred  in  the  18th  year  of
Yazdgird», Journal of Semitic Studies LVIII/1, 2013, p. 121-130. Au vu de l'absence
d'attestation dans les sources contemporaines, G. Amanatidis-Saadé suppose qu'il a pu
s'agir d'une action militaire limitée (quelques raids sur la frontière et fortification de
certains  sites  comme Martyropolis).  Amanatidis-Saadé,  G.,  «Yazdgird  I  -  He  Who
Maintains Peace in His Dominion: Re-examining the Rise and Fall of Romano-Iranian
Relations in the Early Fifth Century», Ph.-Dissertation, Faculty of Arts, University of
Ottawa, Ottawa, 2919, p. 60-61.
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