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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

its actual course; it enshrines the oceur-
rences, purposes, and doubts of the hour,
in a monument of imperishable duration;
and it sets in the full light of truth one
other character, perhaps the only other
in modern history, which never sought or
needed tocast a shadow of obscurity over
any incident of a long and arduous career.
In these memorials of Washington, in-
deed, there is more of the entire man:
the confidences of friendship, the melan-
choly or the pleasantry of private inti-
macy, the outpourings of a retiring mind,
reluctant to be great: in tho published
papers of the Duke of Wellington, the
whole is action. But, although it be as

much beside my purpose as it is beyond
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