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Transcription

with the most scrupulous attention, stammered out a few complimentary phrases,
and then, looking at his friend for assistance, tried to come to the point, but failed.
The point, which the friend kindly explained, was that Mr. Oke was desirous to
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know whether my engagements would allow of my painting him and his wife, and
what my terms would be. The poor man blushed perfectly crimson during this
explaination, as if he had come with the most improper proposal; and I noticed--the
only interesting thing about him--a very odd nervous frown between his eyebrows,
a perfect double gash,--a thing which usually means something abnormal: a mad-
doctor of my acquiantance calls it the maniac-frown. When I had answered, he
suddenly burst out into rather confused explainations: his wife--Mrs. Oke--had seen
some of my--pictures--paintings--portraits--at the--the--what d'you call it? --
Academy. She had--in short, they had made a very great impression upon her. Mrs.
Oke had a gret taste for art; she was
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