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Transcription

My spirits sank lower and lower. I began to meditate upon the modern Gothic
country-house , with the usual amount of Morris furniture, Liberty rugs, and Mudie
novels, to which I was doubtless being taken. My fancy pictured very vividly the
five or six little Okes xxx--that man certainly must have five children--the aunts, and
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sisters-in-law, and cousins; the eternal routine of afternoon tea and lawn-tennis;
above all, it pictured Mrs. Oke, the bouncing, well-informed, model housekeeper,
electioneering, charity-organising young lady, whom such an individual as Mr. Oke
would regard in the light of a remarkable woman. And my spirit sank within me,
and I cursed my x%xx avarice in accepting the commission, my spiritlessness in not
throwing it over while yet there was time. We had meanwhile driven into a large
park, or rather a long succession of grazing-grounds, dotted about with large oaks,
under which the sheep were huddled together for shelter from the rain. In the
distance, blurred by the
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