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Transcription
TranscriptionI mean as regards character, for my whole mind was swallowed up in
thinking how I should paint Mrs Oke, how I could best transport on to canvas that
singular and enigmatic personality. I began with her husband, and told her frankly
that I must have much longer to study her. Mr Oke couldn't understand why it
should be necessary to make a hundred and one pencil sketches of his wife before
even determining in what attitude to paint her; but I think he xxxx was rather
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pleased to have an opportunity of keeping me at Okehurst; my presence evidently
broke the monotomy of his life. 
Mrs Oke seemed perfectly indifferent to my staying, as she was perfectly
indifferent to my presence. Without being rude, I never saw a woman pay so little
attention to a guest. She would talk to ^with^ me sometimes by the hour, or rather
let me talk to her, but
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