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The Bishop and his works

[trad. éd. Marcus p. 58] [arm. éd. Łewond p. 20] And Marūtha himself made
still  more  progress  in  the  path  of  uprightness;  by  prayers  and  by  vigils  he
disciplined himself with all purification, not moved by thought, word, or deed, and
he never wished to receive anything from the land,  and,  being renowned and
celebrated everywhere because of his struggles for uprightness, he was called to
the grace of  the episcopate,  in  view of  the plenitude of  the grace which was
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revealed in him; for he was illumined by grace and divine wisdom and he advanced
constantly, signalizing himself by his attachment to virtue; and he went in the ways
of Christ with an apostolic mission, bringing back the lost to the wisdom of the
truth; and he built churches and distributed priests and ministers who glorified the
most holy Trinity; and the monasteries which had been built by his grandmother
[arm. éd. Łewond p. 21]  he augmented with anchorites; and he fortified the
upright in the faith in the institutions of the divine religion in the manner of the
first holy fathers; and he reformed the inhabitants of the land anew, both men and
women, according to the image of God by his holy ways and his brilliant teaching
and his very great miracles, and he cleansed them of foolish heresy and polytheistic
error, and he led all toward righteousness; and he revealed himself like a bright
lamp to them that sat in darkness and the a shadow of death; he drove out the
darkness of ignorance from this land; he expelled the bands of the left hand by the
virtue of Christ, and he believed that the ranks of the angels of the right were the
protection of the believers in Christ; he purified [trad. éd. Marcus p. 59] his heart
of evil thought; he received divine grace; showing it by love and by aspiration, he
loved virtue in his life, and his tongue spoke of righteousness, and he preached
holiness constantly to all the land, freely receiving and freely giving the gifts of the
Creator. And all men, when they heard the words of God from the holy bishop,
turned from the worship of idols to the true God, for by the prayers of the saint he
led the wandering souls of mankind back to righteousness; and they overthrew the
images of  the gods and built  monasteries  and churches,  and the cults  of  the
worship of the pagan priests were forbidden, and they took the place of the worship
of the pagan altars in the churches of God, according to his own desire. And when
the enemy of righteousness saw all this, defeated by the saint in spiritual combat he
cried out in a loud voice in the hearing of all, and said, “Woe to me and mine, for
we have been driven out of our dwelling here by Marūtha the servant of Christ, and
we know not where to go; for the glory of Christ hath filled all the earth, and like
smoke in the wind, we have been carried away from the midst thereof.”
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