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Traduction
Texte

The Magians against Marūtha: the fire temple

[trad. éd. Marcus p. 64] [arm. éd. Łewond p. 27] And the Magians growing
envious planned to lay a trap for the man of God that they might cause him to lose
the friendship of the king. And, using deceit in the same manner as the Babylonians
did toward Daniel in the reign of Darius, they also made a subterranean chamber
underneath the fire-temple, and they placed a man within it and instructed him to
say  to  the  king,  “I  do  not  accept  thy  adoration  because  thou  hast  loved  the
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Christian priest who hath counselled thee to despise [trad. éd. Marcus p. 65] my
ministers.” And when the king, in accordance with his custom, came to worship the
fire, the man interrupted him with a loud cry and startled the king. And a voice
which seemed to him to come from out the fire said, “Get thee hence, thou impious
one, I do not accept thy adoration, for thou hast joined thyself to the Christian who
hath seduced thee to the worship of the Crucified, and hath counselled thee to
despise my ministers.” And when the king heard [this], he was affrighted, and went
out and remained troubled and perplexed and confused in his thoughts; and he
waited for the saint to speak. And [arm. éd. Łewond p. 28] the blessed Marūtha
knew their trickery by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and approaching he said,
“O king, return to worship the fire, and uncover the place whence the voice was
heard, and thou wilt know the fraud of the Magians.” And he returned to the place
and heard the same voice; and he commanded the place to be uncovered whence
he had heard the voice. They uncovered [it] and drew the man out from the place,
and he revealed to the king those who had practised the deception; and he [the
king] put them to death.

Traducteur(s)Ralph Marcus

Description
Analyse du passage

Le  motif  du  “stratagème du  pyrée  parlant”,  fruit  d'une  ruse  des  mages  pour
tromper Yazdgird favorable aux chrétiens, provient directement de la Vie syriaque
de Marūtha. Celle-ci est perdue; mais la version arménienne, qui fut traduite d'un
texte syriaque, a conservé cette histoire, de même que la Vie grecque ancienne et
le ménologe impérial de Michel IV qui en dépend (éd. Noret 1973, p. 89-91, BHG
2265 et 2266). Une fin identique est réservée aux mages dans la Vie grecque,
exterminés à raison de un sur dix après l'intervention clémente de Marūtha, tandis
qu'ils sont tous exécutés dans la version arménienne.
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