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Sujetschef des mages, culte du feu, empereur, mage, nobles, pyrée, sceptre, trone

Traduction
Texte
The Magians against Marutha: the king's throne

[trad. éd. Marcus p. 65] [arm. éd. Lewond p. 28] And the others did evil a
second time, and made an abominable odor about the king's throne; and he
questioned the Magians, and they accused Marutha and the bishops who were with
him. And the king investigated and ascertained who had done it, and these also he
delivered to death. And the wicked envy of the Chief Magians and of the Persian
nobles increased still more, and they determined to kill even the king and Marutha.
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And he who was next [in rank] to the king and more beloved and more illustrious
and more powerful than all the Persian nobles, when he saw the death of the
Magians, wished to avenge the worshippers of fire. And in his house he dug a deep
hole and set up in it sharp swords and placed over them a divan and a seat for the
king, of precious and beautiful and splendid stuffs, that when he sat down he might
fall below and be pierced by the sword and die. And he invited the king and
Mardutha to [trad. éd. Marcus p. 66] dine. And God made his evil plan clear to
Saint Marutha, and the saint came to the king secretly, and said: “Because I have
found favor before thee, and thou hast shown mercy to the Christians, guard
thyself, and mark what I say, which the Lord hath revealed to me. The man who
hath invited thee to dine hath prepared a death-trap for thee, a pit under the seat,
and hath set up swords therein, that when thou wilt seat thyself thou mayest fall
below upon them and die.” When the king heard this, he was affrighted and said:
“What thou sayest seemeth incredible. Why doth he plan my death, having been so
much loved and honored by me, more than [arm. éd. Lewond p. 29] all?”
Marutha said, “Go not to that dinner, but if thou goest, seat him in thy seat which
he hath prepared for thee.” And the king said, “So be it.” And the noble came and
invited the king and Marutha with many entreaties. And they went and entered
where the seat had been prepared for the king. And the king commanded him to sit
in his place. And the other said, “Why should thy servant sit in the king's place?”
And the king insisted, and the other wept and entreated and fell on his knees. But
his entreaties were not heard. And he [the king] gave command for his soldiers to
take and throw him upon the seat. And when they threw him upon the seat, he fell
into the pit uponthe swords and died. And when the king saw what had happened,
and verified what the saint had said, he cried out in a loud voice, and said, “Great is
the God of the Christians who hath revealed secrets to them that love him.”

And because of these things the blessed one was loved and honored by the king;
and the king believed in the true God, and willingly he listened to the saint. But he
was afraid to reveal his belief to his nobles, lest the Persians rise against him and
kill him and take away his kingship. And on the next day the king summoned all his
great nobles and related to them all that had happened and how he had been saved
by the blessed Marutha, who had warned him beforehand of the death-trap. And
they all said, “Let him be extolled and honored, and let him be worthy of very great
presents from the king and from all the nobles.” And he said, “So shall it be as ye
have said.” And a decree went out from the king that whatever Martitha [trad. éd.
Marcus p. 67] should desire to do, should be done by his authority. And the
blessed Marutha praised God and said: “Blessed art thou, Lord God, who hast
delivered the king from a treacherous death. And now let there be peace and
friendship toward the Christians and toward the emperor of the Greeks for ever
and ever.” And he [the king] stretched out his gold sceptre toward [arm. éd.
Eewond p. 30] the saint before all his great men and said, “Whatever thou desirest
shall be given thee.” And he prostrated himself before the king, and he went out of
his presence giving thanks and praise to God.
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